


Editorial

THERE has been a great ongoing
. discussion in. Adventism concern-

ing grace, faith and works, and
how God blends. these in the plan of
.salvation:'We read in scriptures:

"That in the ages to come hemight shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness .toward us .through Christ Jesus.
For by grace are ye saved through 'faith; and
that not ofyourselves: it is the gift of God:
not ofworks, lest any man should boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus uuto good works, which God hath
. before ordained' that we should walk in
them." EpheSians 2:7-10.

"Even so faith,' if it hath uot works, is
dead, being alone." James 2:17.

"It is not enough to believe about
Christ; we must believe in Him. The only
faith that will benefit us is that which
embraces Him as a personal Saviour; which
appropriates His merits to ourselves. Many
hold faith as an opinion. But saving faith is
a transaction, by which those who receive .
Christ join themselves in covenant relati,on
with God. Genuine faith is life. A living
faithmeansan increase ofVigor, aconfidiJ:1g
trust, by which the soul becomes a conquer-
ing power." Gospel Workers, 261.

Grace is a gift of God. Faith is also a
gift. Then works is a spontaneous reac-
tion to a love .relationship with Jesus for
His great sacrifice to save fatlen hrunan-
ity. To uuderstandGod's grace, His gift,
we must uuderstand the terribleness of
the sin problem. We must look carefully
at the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. The tree was there as a test.

God suffered through a terrible revolu-
tion in heaven. Lucifer, the archangel, the
prime minister of heaven, had revolted and
carried one-third of all the angels of heaven
with him. Christ led the rest of heaven's
angels, and they successfully cast Lucifer
and his rebels from heaven. Then Lucifer
carried his war against God's law to this

2 Our Firm Foundation August 1996

earth. Tragically, Adam and Eve lost their
trust, their fuithin God's word, and believed
thewords ofSatan. They lost the innate faith
with which: they had been created. The
beautiful garment of light-their righteous-
ness. which clothed them-disappeared.
, They were naked.

God's grace immediately came to res-
cue them. Jesus promised to restore them
in faith and righteousness by His grace.
In Genesis 3: 15 we fmd His promise to
accept ·their penalty. He would by His
grace become a human being-taking
our fallen nature. This is explained so
beautifully by Inspiration: 0

"Christ carne to the world to couuteract
Satan's falsehood that God had made a law
whichmencouldnotKeep. Takinghumanity
upon Himself, He came to this earth, and by
a life of obedience showed that God has not
made a law that man cannot keep. He
showed that it is possible for man perfectly
to obey the law. Those who accept Christ as
their Saviour, becoming partakers of His
divine nature,' are enabled to follow His
example, living in obedience to every pre-
cept of the law. Through the merits of
Christ, man is to show by his obedience that
he could be trusted in heaven." The Faith I
Live By, 114. See also See Romans 1:3.

Here is aGodwho canmake a world by
Hisword, who cap. design a.beautiful human
being .with his bruin and the other intricate
organs created by His breath to be a living
soul. See Psalms 33:6-9. This God is
willing to risk everything. The whole uni-
verse is at stake. God's law, His Word, His
character, has been attackedbyLucifer, who
is now Satan. His ambition was to be God,
in the sides of the North. See Isaiah 14;
Ezekiel 28. Satan laid His battle plan to be
a god to the universe-to force God to
admit him into the Godhead.

The sin problem was caused by dis-
obedience to the righteous law of God.
The solution to the sin problem is the
gift of God's grace in giving His Son
Jesus to the human race. See John 3:16.

The restoration of sinners to the Garden
of Eden is through loving obedience to the
law. Because of the inherited and cultivated

,
weakness to sin, man cannot yield obedi-
ence.to the law by himself. But now the gift
of Jesus' faith and grace is available to the
sinner who is willing to be made willing to
obey all truth without compromise. The
power of the Holy Spirit is there to give the
faith of Jesus and to enable the obedient to
be perfect lawkeepers. See 2 Peter 1:3-4;
Ephesians 3: 17-20.

Thenby. the gift ofGad's grace, the faith of
Jesus becomes an expetience in loving obedi-
encetothe law.ManisjustifiedbyG<x!'s grace,
andby fai!hhe is sanctifiedby the same grace.
When the' sinner is justified, he is sanctified.
You cannot separate these tWo great doctrines
of salvation. Inspiration clearly reveals their

"It is plainly stated that the condi-'
tion of gaining etemallife is obedience to the
oommandments ofGod." Review andHerald,
October 26, 1897.

"There is only one path to Paradise
restored-the path of obedience." The
Upward Look, 318. ,

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin
uuto death, or of obedience uuto right-
eousness?" Romans 6: 16.

Jesus' obedience is to be our example:
"The obedience of ChriSt to His Father

was the same obedience that is required of
man. Man cannot overcome Satan'8 tempta-
tions without divine power to combine with
his instrumentality. Sowith Jesus Christ; He
could lay hold ofdivine power. He camenot
to our world to give the obedience of a
lesser God to a greater, but as a man to obey
God's holy law, and in this way He is our
Example. The Lord Jesus came to our'
world, not to reveal what a God could do,
but what a man could do, through faith in
God's power to help in every emergency.
Man is, through faith, to be a partaker in the
divine nature, and to overcome every temp-
tation wherewith he is beset." Seventh-dily
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 929.

We are saved by grace. It is a gift of
God. Let us now accept His great gift by
our willing obedience. D

Ron Spear, EDITOR
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Going for the Gold
THE Olympic games for 1996 were

held this summer in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. Thousands of the best athletes

from around the world competed to de-
termine who is the world's best. These
men and women spent months and even
years practicing their chosen sport in
order to develop their quality of perfor-
mance to the maximum. They denied
themselves in the area of diet and in
social events in order to improve their
chance of being the world's best.

The Olympic athletes of ancient
Greece endangered life and limb for their

sport, and those who were successful
were rewarded with world fame and a
laurel wreath to wear. The Olympic ath-
letes of today also risk life and limb in
their attempt to reach the ultimate level
of success in their chosen sport, but the
winners of the modem Olympic games
receive not a laurel wreath, but a medal
of gold, silver, or bronze. The gold medal
is awarded to the best in each area of
competition. The silver and bronze med-
als are awarded to runners-up in each
event. Winning a gold medal means that
you are the world's best-the ultimate in

hmnan prowess and quality. Wmning such
a medal brings fame and fortune, and is
the ultimate desire of every competing
athlete. During their years of sacrifice
and training they are said to be "going
for the gold."

Gold has always been considered
of great value and a sign of success. fu
Genesis 2: 11-12, Moses mentions that
the land of Havilah, which was encom-
passed by the river Pison from the
Garden of Eden, was a source of good
gold. Genesis 13:2 states that Abraham
"was very rich in cattle, in silver, and
in gold."

Gold also has special signillcance in
heaven, and it will be looked upon as
being of great value and as a symbol of
success throughout eternity. Revelation
4:4 refers to the twenty-four elders around
the throne as wearing crowns of gold.
Revelation 21:18-19, 21, says that not
oulyare the streets of the New Jerusa-
lem-the eternal capital of the universe-
of gold but that the city itself is "of pure
gold." Christ wears a golden crown as
He returns to this earth. See Revelation
14:14. We are told that the redeemed of
this earth will wear crowns of gold and
that their country homes will have a
shelf of gold as a place to store the
crowns. See Early Writings, 18, 54. The
special group of 144,000 will have their
names carved in gold letters in a temple
supported by seven pillars of gold. See
Ibid., 19.

God lavishly used gold in the earthly
tabernacle asa symbol of great worth
and value. See Exodus 25. Scripture also
refers to gold as a symbol of the.most
precious, .the most valuable, and the most
sought after product or commodity of
this earth.

In reality, God andBatan are compet-
ing for the "gold" of this world. The
Godhead have risked their reputation,
indeed their eternal throne, on winning
the gold of this world. Christ-One with
the eternal Father-permanently took hu-
man nature with the risk of losing eternal
life in order to come to this earth in
search of gold. Yes, God Hiruself is
going for the gold. The gold won from
this earth will be exhibited eternally as
evidence of God's winning the great con-
troversy.

What is the gold of this earth for
which God would risk all heaven? "The
precious sons of Zion, comparable to
fme gold, how are they esteemed as
earthen pitchers, the work of the hands
of the potter!" Lamentations 4:2. "1 will

Vernon Sparks
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This third component of man's nature is what
Christ came in search of. It is what can be

called the "coin of the realm" of Christ's eternal
kingdom.

make a man more precious than fine
gold; even a man than the golden wedge
of ()pbir." Isaiah 13:12.

As we look at ourselves-as we look
at the human race-it is difficult to see
in the majority ofus that which warrants
risking the throne of the universe. What
aspect of man has eternal value to God?

Each country has its currency. In
the United States it is the dollar. In the
British reahu it is the pOUlild. What is
the currency or coin of the heavenly
realm?
To answer these questions we need to

understand the nature ofman. Inspiration
tells us that we consist of two groups of
powers or faculties-the lower powers
and the higher powers. The lower pow-
ers are made up of the physical aspects
of man with our various appetites, ten-
dencies, passions, tastes, propensities, and
so on. lower passions have thcir
seat in the body, and work through it.
The words 'flesh' or 'fleshly' or 'carnal
lusts' embrace the lower, corrupt nature;
the flesh of itself cannot act contrary to
the will of God." Adventist Home, 127.
It is the Creator's plan that these lower
powers be subject to the rule of the
higher powers.

The higher powers are the functious
of the frontal lobes of the brain. These
are the faculties' that distinguishintelli-
gent man from the dumb beasts. They
consist of the will, the conscience, and
the discernment. The will is the deciding
or governing power of choice. See Edu-
cation, 289; Ministry of Healing, 176.
The will is to be under the control of the
conscience and is to be govemed by
reason. See Counsels on Health, 113;
Testimonies, vol. 2,. 408; Testimonies,
vol. 3, 84.

We sin when we choose with our
higher powers to reject the will of God.
We have the original sin of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden as an ex-
ample of how it is the malfunction of the
higher powers, rather than that of the
lower powers, that causes rebellion
against or transgression of God's will.
" 'Your eyes shall be opened,' the

enemy had said; 'and ye shall be as
gods, knowing good and evil.' Genesis
3:5. Their eyes were indeed opened; but
how sad the opening! The knowledge of
evil, the curse of sin, was all that the
transgressors gained. There was nothing
poisonous in the fruit itself, and the sin
was not merely in yielding to appetite. It
was distrust of God's goodness, disbelief
of His word, and rejection ofHis author-

ity, t1:lat made om first parenls transgJes-
sots, and that brought into the world "
knowledge of evil:" Education, 25.

There is a t1:lird component to the
nature of man and it is what determines
his value in t1:le eyes of t1:le universe.
This t1:lird component of man's nature is
what Christ came in search of. It is what

can be called the "coin of the realm" of
Christ's eternal kingdom. It is de!ermiIled
by how the higher powers and lower
powers interrelate or interact. This t1:lird
component of human nature is measured
in degJees of "moral worth." Desire of
Ages, 219, slates that "it is moral worth
that God values."

What is this coin of the realm? What
is moral worth?

"Angels of God are weighing moral
worth. They are watching the develop-
ment of character in those now living, to
see if their names can be retained in the
book of life." The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 960; see also
Testimonies, vol. 1, 242.

Thus, character is the t1:lird compo-
nent of our nature-that component of
our life which determines ourmoral vaine
or worth. We must next answer the ques-
tion, What is character?

"The thoughts and feelings combined
make up the 'moral character."
nies, vol. 5, 310.

"It is neither wealth nor intellect that
gives happiness. It is moral worth. True
goodness is accounted of Heaven as true
gJeatness. The condition of the moral
affections determines the worth of the
man." Testimonies, vol. 2, 305.
Thus, it is our moral character, our

moral or spiritnal nature, that gives us
value. How do we get moral character?
Where does character come from? The
quality of our higher and lower powers
and, how they interact at birth is deter-
mined by the character traits inherited
from our parents. Before the age of ac-
countability, the child's character is de-
termined by his inherited character traits

and the social and moral atmosphere in
which it is raised. Frequently, the com-
ment is made that the child has the per-
sonality or character of his father, or his
mother,. or some otner relative.

"Characters are not formed in one
mold. There is every phase of charac-
ter received by children as an inherit-

ance. The defects and the virtues in
traits of character are thM revealed.
Let every instructor take this into con-
sideration. Hereditary and cultivated
deformity of human character, as aJoo
beauty of character" w:m have to be
met." Fundamentals of Christian Edu-
cation, 277

Th1[S, character or moral worth, is
inherited and then modified after birth
by themoral atmosphere of t1:le home. At
the age of aCCOllIllability one can modify
his moral worth-character-by how his
will relates to the stimuli from the fIesh-
his lower powers, and to the stimlIli from
without which also come to !Jim througlI
the channel of the flesh- Tlms, character
and moral worth are determined by, or
are the product of, the higher powers.

Our inheritance from sWfirl Adam is
that of both good and evil appetites,
tastes" passions" tendencies,. and propen-
sities in our f1esh-om corrupt lower
nature. As stated earlier, the flesh "can-
not of itself sin," but it can tempt the
higher powers to sin.

The inherited evil character traits that
reflexively allow the evil attribates of
the flesh to rule and to reign over the
higher powers is evidence of the dimin-
ished moral worth received from fallen
Adam and from the repeated falls of the
intervening generations. "Because of sin,
his [Adam's] posterity was born with
inherent propensities of disobedience."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 13, 18.

Thus, the natural descendants of
Adam, from birth, reflexively or auto-
matically tend to have evil thoughts, feel-
ings, and actions-evil characters. These
inherited habits of thoughts, feelings, and
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Our wrong traits of character are not always
visible to ourselves, although they may be

very apparent to others. But time and circmnstances
will surely prove us and bring to light the gold of
character or discover the baser metal.

good works, our lives will reveal whether
the grace of God is dwelling within us. A
change will be seen in the character, the
habits, the pursuits." Steps to Christ, 57.

"We need to have godliness and faith.
Anyone can be just what he chooses to
be. Character is not obtained by receiv-
ing an education. Character is not ob-
tained by amassing wealth or gaining
worldly honor. Character is not obtained
by proxy. We must work for it ourselves,

actions make up our inherited character,
our inherited moral worth. This inherited
moral worth can be decreased further or
increased through the moral training from
birth and by the action of the higher
powers.

"The character is revealed, not by
occasional good deeds and occasional
misdeeds, but by the tendency of the
habitual words and acts." Steps to Christ,
57-58.

What are some of the specific char-
acter traits that we may possess? Inspira-
tion lists the following as among the evil
traits of character: selfishness, self-love,
self-esteem, self-indulgence, impulsive-

pride, envy, self-right-
eousness, thinking evil, harshness, cold-
ness, and being uncharitable,
unsympathetic, or easily provoked. See
Child Guidance, 162-163; Fundamen-
tals of Christian Education,. 278.
The good character traits are the fruits

of the Spirit, for we may obtain them
ouly through His ttansfonning work in
our life:
"Mothers, you are developing char-

acter. Your compassionate Redeemer is
watching you in love and sympathy, ready
to hear your prayers, and render you the
assistance which you need in your
lifework. Love, joy, peace, long-suffer-
ing, gentleness, faith, and charity are the
elements of the Christlike character.
These precious graces are the fruits of
the Spirit. They are the Christian's crown
and shield." Reflecting Christ, 173.
How is the moral worth of our char-

acter increased? It is a work of coopera-
tion between the Holy Spirit and our
own will:
"While the work of the Spirit is silent

and imperceptible, its effects are mani-
fest. If the heart has been renewed by the
Spirit of God, the life will bear wituess
to the fact. While we cannot do anything
to change our hearts or to bring our-
selves into harmony with God; while we
must not trust at all to ourselves or our

of character to God, heavenly angels
would say, 'I will make a man more
precious than fine gold; even a man than
the golden wedge of Ophir!'" Bible
Training School, May, 1, 1915.
God works through the means of tri-

als, through a study of His Word, and
through the study of the character of
Christ to purify the gold of character:

"We have been separated from the
world by the great cleaver of truth. Our
wrong traits of character are not always
visible to ourselves, although they may
be very apparent to others. But time and
circumstances will surely prove us and
bring to light the gold of character or
discover the baser metal. Not one of us
is known or read of all men, till the
crucible of God tests us. Every base
thought, every wrong action, reveals some
defect in the character. These rugged
traits must be brought under the chisel
and hammer in God's great workshop,
and the grace of God must smooth and

with a purpose, will, and determination. polish us before we can be fitted for a
To form a character that God will ap- place in the glorious temple.
prove requires persevering effort. But we "God can make these brethren more
are to believe in God; and trust in His precious than fine gold, even the golden
willingness and power to help and save. wedge of Ophir, if they will yield them-
Christ says, 'I will make a man more to His transforming hand. Ihey
precious than fine gold; even a man.,t/Ian 1l should be determined to make ille no-
the golden wedge of Ophir.' How?-¥l2l:: ) blest use of every faculty and every op-
the cultivation of the graces of iIie portunity. The Word of God should be
Spirit [ave, joy, peace, long-suffering, their study and their guide in deciding
gentleness, goodness, meekness, faith." what is the highest and best in all cases.
The Southern Watchman, September 22, The one faultless character, the perfect
1908. Pattern set before them in the gospel,

We must learn to estimate character should be studied with deepest interest."
not by sight, but by faith in the golden Testimonies, vol. 4, 540-541.
commodity Chtist can make it into: "But he knoweth the way that I take:
"The reason of the spiritual feeble- when he hath tried me, I shall come forth

ness of today is the low estimate the as gold." Job 23:10.
believer is constantly inclined to form of "It is good for me that I have been
his spiritual character. But he is of that afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.

that the Lord Jesus' has paid an The law of thy mouth is better unto me
1m'llllte price for his salvation, and Christ than thousands of gold and silver." Psahns
would have His chosen heritage value 119:71-72.
themselves according to the price""'!'fe As Chtist sits to refme the gold of
placed upon them. In view of this do not character He watches to see when per-
let anyone of us disappoint Jesus by fection or purity is achieved.
placing a low estimate upon ourselves. "The fiulng pot is for silver, and the
Let us embrace the opportunities and furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the
privileges which will increase our value hearts." Proverbs 17:3.
with God, by using all the treasures of "When in trouble, remember that faith
His grace to become precious and lovely tried in the furnace of affliction is more
in His sight. If this were done, many precious than gold tried with fire. Re-
more souls of solid moral worth would member that there is One watching every,
be seen, because by uniting with Jesus; movement to see when the last particle,
our lives become imbued with His spiri- of dross is taken away from your charac-
tual likeness. Practical holiness would ter. It is then that you are counted more
run like threads of gold through our precious than the golden wedge of Ophir.
lives, and as they beheld the wholeness By hiding with Chtist in God, fallen man
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Eighteen-karat gold means that one-fourth of
the content is of some other metal. Christ

purifies our character until it reflects His image.
Only twenty-four karat spiritual gold bears the
stamp of the divine image.

reaches this state of purity." Sermons
'and Talks, vol. 2, 175.

Only the Refiner will know when the
gold of human character is completely
purified. Even during the time of Jacob's
trouble the saints will not know for cer-
tain that they are saved until they under-
stand the voice of God that tells them the
day and the hour of Christ's coming. See
Early Writings, 14-15. Though all the
dross from their character has been re-
moved and they bear the seal of God in
their forehead, they still fear that some
defect in character will lead them to sin
and to thus dishonor God:

"Though God's people will be sur-
rounded by enemies who are bent upon
their destruction, yet the anguish which
they suffer is not a dread of persecution
for the truth's sake; they fear that every
sin has not beeu repented of, and that
through some fault in themselves they
will fail to realize the fulfillment of the
Saviour's promise: 1 'will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world.' Revelation 3:10. If
they could have the assurance of pardon
they would not shrink from torture or
death; but should they prove unworthy,
and lose their lives because of their own
defects of character, then God's holy
name would be reproached." The Great
Controversy, 619.
Our long-experienced, lukewarm,

Laodicean condition is indeed serious.
However, the message from the True
Witness to the Laodicean church is full
of hope. Until her probation closes, the
backslidden church "may yet" buy the
gold character of faith and love:

"The True Witness . . . says, '1
know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot; 1 would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art luke-
warm, and neither cold nor hot, 1 will
spue thee out of my mouth. Because
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked.' Revelation 3:15-17. Yet
the case of those who are rebuked is
not a hopeless one; it is not beyond the
power of the great Mediator. He says:
'1 counsel thee to buy of me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy na-
kedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest
see.' Verse 18.... The counsel of the
True Witness does not represent those

who are lukewarm as in a hopeless
case. There is yet a chance to remedy
their state, and the Laodicean message
is full of encouragement; for the back-
slidden church may yet buy the gold of
faith and love, may yet have the white
robe of the righteousness of Christ,
that the shame of their nakedness need
not appear. Purity of heart, purity of
motive, may yet characterize those who
are half-hearted and who are striving
to serve 'God and Mammon. They may
yet wash their robes of character and
make them white in the blood of the
Lamb." Review and Herald, August
28, 1894.
Character building is for eternity; it

determines our destiny:
"Man is called upon to cooperate

with God. Day by day he must be
careful how his work of character-build-
ing is performed; for this work is to
last, not merely for time, but for eter-
nity." The Signs of the TImes, August
26, 1897.

"The harvest of life is character, and
it is this that determines destiny, both for
this life and for the life to come." Child
Guidance, 162.
Christ is the Ladder of Salvation. His

graces must be reproduced in the charac-
ter of the saved:
"Christ, who connects earth with

heaven, is the Ladder. The base is
planted firmly on the earth in His hu-
manity; the topmost round reaches to
the throne of God in His divinity. The'

humanity of Christ embraces fallen hu-
manity, while His divinity lays hold
upon the throne of God. We are saved
by climbing round after round of the
Ladder, looking to Christ, clinging to
Christ, mounting step by step to the
height of 'Christ, so that He is made
unto us wisdom and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. Faith,
virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa-
tience, godliness, brotherly kindness,
and charity are the rounds of this Lad-

der. All these graces are to be mani-
fested in the Christian character; and
'if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall: for so an entrance shall be minis-
tered unto you abundantly into the ev-
erlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sav-
iour JesuS Christ.' 2 Peter I: 10-11."
Testimonies, ,vol. 6, 147'
The cgol<tjS' measured in

is. equal to '."
that i:>fsome '
other metal. Christ purifies our character
until it reflects His image. Only twent)'-
four ksrat spiritual gold bears the stamp
of the divine image. Such character is
the "coin of the reaim" and it is the only
commodit)' of this earth that may be
taken into eternit)'.

"A character formed according to the
divine likeness is the only treasure that
we can take from this world to the next.
Those who are under the instruction of
Christ in this world will take every di-
vine attainment with them to the heav-
enly mansions. And in heaven we are
continually to improve. How important,
then, is the development of character in
this life!" Child Guidance, 161.
The gold of perfected human charac-

ter is very precious in the sight of God:
"The Son of God came down to this

earth that in Him men and women mightI
have a representation of the perfect
characters which alone God could ac- 110
cept. Through the grace of Christ ev-
ery provision has been made for the

salvation of the human family. It is!
possible for every transaction entered
'into by those who claim to be Chris- \IIh
tians to be as pure as the deeds of I'HJ
Christ. And the soul who accepts the
virtues of Christ's character. and 'appro- .
priates the merits of His life is as
precious in the sight of God as is His
own beloved Son. Sincere and
uncorrupted faith is to Him as gold and
frankincense and myrrh-the gifts of
the Wise Men to the Child of
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Bethlehem, and the evidence of their
faith in Him as the promised Messiah."
Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Stu-
dents, 60.

The very honor of God and of Christ
depends upon the ability of the Holy Spirit
to transform fallen humanity into coin of
the realm:

"The very image of God is to be repro-
duced inhumanity. The honor of God, the
honor of Christ; is involved in the perfec-
tion of the character of His people." The
Desire ofAges, 671.
God's law-His very character-will

be lived out by the true followers of
Christ-those who follow His example.
Such a demonstration will vindicate God's
law and character before the nniverse:

"The fact that the law is holy, just, and
good is to be testified before all nations,
tongues, and peoples, to worlds unfallen,
to angels, seraphIm, and cherubim. The
principles of the law of God were wrought
out in the character of Jesus Christ, and he
who cooperates with Christ, becoming a
partaker of the divine nature, will develop
the divine character, and become an illus-
tration of the divine law. Christ in the
heart will bring the whole man, soul, body,
and spirit into captivity to the obedience
of righteousness. Christ's true followers
will be in conformity to the mind and will
and character of God, and the far-reaching
principles of the law will be demonstrated
in humanity." Review and Herald, March
9, 1897.

God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Ghost are "going for the gold"-
the reproduction of their perfect character
in fallen humanity. When their battle with
Satan for the minds and character of hu-
manity is won, then the great controversy
can come to a close and Christ can come:

"Christ is waiting with longing desire
for the manifestation of Himself in His
church. When the character of Christ shall
be perfectlY reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own." Christ's Object Lessons, 69.
May we each one join and cooperate

with the eternal heaveuly dignitaries in
"going for the gold" is our prayer. D

S e lee ted T rae t s 10 r S h a r i n g
These convenient 3'/4 x 8'12 inch size tracts are excellent for witnessing. They contain six or more pages each and are normally

priced at $0.15 each. There is a 30% discount on 100 or more copies, and a 50% discount on 500 or more tracts (any combination).

The Second Coming
EI08203
Explains the im-

portance and manner
of Christ's return.
Good for outreach.
Encourages reader to
send in for free Bible
corr,esp,ondence
course.

Let Us Look Before We Leap
ET09201
This tract cautions

Adventists against
the celebration
movement with its
changes in worship
style.

The Gift of Prophecy
ET09602

-- This pamphlet
.. ' .- confinns the Bibli-

==-:..-::§;'£""-1§ ,remnant church. For
Adventists.

The Power of Forgiveness
ET16402
A well-written

tract showing how
God forgives sin by
taking it away. He
reconciles the rebel-
lious sinner by re-
moving the rebel-
lion.

Practical instruc-
tion on how to pray
for assistance when
confronted with
temptation. Good for
outreach.

The Prayer of Victory
The.Pmyerol EI'16401

,

Y

I .,--

The Work of the Holy Spirit
in Conversion

,._

• ET17607
The Holy Spirit is

described as an inde-
pendent agency work-
ing in the lives of
Christ's followers to
transform them into
Christ's likeness.

Tract urges that in
our day we must
stress the use of
natural remedies
rather than look for
miraculous healings.

Miraculous Healing, Not a
Substitute for Obedience
"""" ET17901

The Remnant Church
EI09603
God's remnant

, '-" church is identifiable:2
reach.

EI07601
This pamphlet

stresses' the point
that Christ came to
save us from out sins
now-not in our
sins.

Criteria to deter-
mine, when a person
is ready for chutch
membership. Practi-
cal counsels from the
author and also from
Ellen and James

White. Directed to Seventh-day
Adventists.

A Letter Answered
EI096014>-1.1.01................

II

The Seventh, or One-Seventh
I EI08202
, Discusses the im-

... portance of keeping
holy the seventh day
of the week versus
any day of your
choice. Good for
outreach.

.."'.'Two.Sancm••,

Please see page 3 for shipping and sales-tax information

8 Our Firm Foundation August ,1996



THERE was a time when it was
considered that Adventists around
the world believed the sarne way.

However, little by little, almost imper-
ceptibly, modifications came in regard-
ing the three angels' messages. Those
modifications kept widening-until much
of what is taught now is not even close
to the third angel's message, even though
it is accepted as such.

There are five books on the table
before me. They were all published quite
recently by our presses. Two of these
books present unconditional justification,
which means unconditional salvation to
many readers, for we are in a saving
relationship only when we are truly justi-
fied. One presents our salvation as all
finished on the cross. Two of the five
books present the impossibility of over-
coming all sin before Jesus comes. Four
of the books do not accept the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy concept of the inves-
tigative judgment. Two of these authors
are in the General Conference. Two are
college professors and one is a pastor.
r will not endeavor to document the

circuitous manner in which these authors
arrive at their conclusions. Whether or
not the reader perceives my evaluation

of these books as being correct is not so
important. It is extremely important, how-
ever, to be aware that these positions on
salvation are prevalent throughout our
church. Furthermore, it is imperative for
us to clearly understand the third angel's
message and what God has designed to
accomplish through His remnant people.
Then we will understand somewhat the
magnitude of how far we have dtifted
from the message God gave us long ago.

One hundred years ago Ellen White
clearly predicted the division that is in
our church today. She said the third
angel's message is to go to all the world
and "a new life [the latter rain] is coming
from Heaven and taking possession of
all of God's people. But divisions will
come in the church. Two parties will be
developed. ... And all who are laborers
together with God will contend most
earnestly for the faith once delivered to
the saints. They will not be turned from
the present message [the 1888 message],
which is already lightening the earth with
its glory." Selected Messages, book 2,
114. All emphasis supplied.
This article was given in 1896, but

the third angel's party will never be turned
from the message of that date. They will

earnestly contend for it. The division
party has turned away from the third
angel '8 message. That is the reason for
the contention between the division party
and the third angel's party, who hold fast
to the faith once delivered to the saints,
including the 1888 message.

It is clear then that the third angel's
party has not moved from their position.
It is the division party that has separated
themselves by major changes in their
positions concerning salvation, such as
the position that our justification or sal-
vation is unconditional or that Christ's
work for our salvation-the atonement-
was fmished on the cross.

However, the Almighty One, who
hung billions of galaxies in space, told
Nicodemus, "Except a man be born again,
he carmot see the kingdom of God."
John 3:3. How could we ever deny that
this is the condition of our salvation?
When the lawyer asked Jesus what he
must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus
asked him, "What is written in the law?
how readest thou?" and the lawyer said,
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with

Lowell Scarbrough, an author and retired build-
ing contractor, writes from Oroville, California.

Lowell Scarbrough
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Our obedience or disobedience to His law
will reveal whether or not we are led by

the Holy Spirit-and whether we are fit for
heaven. However, it adds nothing to Christ, our
Perfect Substitute.

all thy heart ... and thy neighbour as
thyself." Jesus said, "This do,. and thou
shalt live." Luke 10:25-28.

When the youug ruler asked Jesus the'
same questiou as the lawyer, Jesus said to
him, "if thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments." Matthew 19:.17.
Because Jesus gave Nicodemus, the

lawyer, and the ruler, all a different an-

swer on the conditions of salvation, it
may appear at first reading that there are
three aspects expressed in the conditions
of salvation, but in reality there is only
one. The study that follows will affinn
the divine arrangement God has made
for all the intelligent beings in His vast
universe.

Romans 5:5 reads: "And hope maketh
not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given uuto us." 1 John
3:9 reads: "Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin." Ellen White says
of this text: "If a man is born of God, he
will respect the principles of the divine
government, and will not wilfully trans-
gress the law of God in thought, or word,
or action." Signs of the Times, April 30,
1896. "Sin is the transgression of the
law." I John 3:4. Then I John 5:1, 3,
reads: "Whosoever believeth that Jesus
is the Christ is born of God." Everyone
who loves God loves His children also.
"For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments."
These verses make it very clear that

to be born of God is to be born of God's
love, and keeping the commandments is
the expression of that love.

"The law of God, which is perfect
holiness, is the only true standard of
character. Love is expressed in obedi-
ence, and perfect love casteth out all
fear. Those who love :God, have the seal
of God in their foreheads, and work the
works of God. Would that all who pro-
fess Christianity knew what it means to
10veiGod' practically." Sons and Daugh-
ters of God, 51.
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Then to be born of God's love and.
keeping God's commandments of love
are inseparably locked together. "The
same law that was engraved upon ·the
tables of stone is written by .the Holy
Spirit upon the tables of the heart." Pa_
triarchs and Prophets, 372. We Imow
then that the Holy Spirit writes the law
of God in our hearts with His love. "I

will put my laws into their mind, and
write them in their hearts: and I will be
to them a God, and they shall be to me a
people." Hebrews 8: 10. Notice that when
we have His law written in our hearts,
we become His people-and not uutiI.
God is so good to make this wise ar-
rangement that love imparted by the Spirit
will fulfill the binding claims of God's
law. That makes obedience to His com-
mandments a joy.

The conditions of salvation have been
from past ages. "From etemal ages it
was God's purpose that every created
being, from the bright and holy seraph to
man, should be a temple for the
indwelling of the Creator...." Speaking
of the Jews it reads: "They did not yield
themselves as holy temples for the Di-
vine Spirit" Desire of Ages, 161. In
order for us, as fallen beings, to join the
uufallen uuiverse we must become a
temple for the Divine Spirit.

This great principle of divine love
through the Spirit is brought out so beau-
tifully in Desire ofAges, 20-21: "In the
light from Calvary it will be seen that the
law of self-renouucing love is the law of
life for earth and heaven; that the love
which 'seeketh not her own' has its source
in the heart of God.... 'I seek not mine
own glory' (John 8:50), but the glory of
Him that sent Me. See also John 6:57;
7:18; 8:28. In these words is set forth the
great principle which is the law of life
for the universe." As mentioned in the
quotation above, this principle has its
source in the heart of God. The only way
it can 'come to us is by the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit.

Then this principle of self-renouncing
love will give us a fituess to join the
heavenly universe. This gives us some uu-
derstanding of how deeply rooted and
grouuded is the I\ew birth with God's great
law of love written in our heart, the condi-
tion of our salvation. Those who reject
conditional salvation say that if obedience
to God's commandments is required, we are
being saved by works, and salvation is no
longer a gift. But as salvation is a gift, so is
Cinist's imparted righteousness (the new
birth and progressive sanctification) a gift
through the Spirit.

God has given His commandments as a
standard for all who profess to be Chris-
tians. Our obedience or disobedience toHis
lawwill reveal whether or not we are led by
the Holy Spirit-and whether we are fit for
heaven. However, it adds nothing to O:rrist,
our Perfect Substitute, for our past life of
disobedience. "The righteousness by which
we are justified is imputed; the righteous-
ness by which we are sanctified is imparted.
The frrst is our title to heaven, the second is
our fituess for heaven." Messages to Young
People,35.

The division party evidently has no
standardas afimess for heaven. Theunfallen
beings of the universe would really be
concerned if we had no standard by which
to be judged. Of course, God knows the
conditions of all hearts, but during the one
thousand years the saints will judge the lost;
but with what standard, if the law is not
binding on men?

Another statement is essentially the same
as the one above only in different terms. It
presents clearly how "God's law is fulfilled
only as men love Him with heart, mind,
soul, and strength, and their neighbor as
themselves. It is the manifestation of this
love that brings glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace and good will to men.
The Lord is glorified when the great end of
His law is attained. It is the workoftheHoly
Spirit from age to age to impart love to
humanhearts, for love is the living principle
of brotherhood." Testimonies, vol. 8, 139.

Notice how the law is fulfilled and
brings glory to God when we have the
imparted love of theHoly Spirit. "The Spirit
glorifies Cinist bymalcingHim the object of
supreme regard." My Life Today, 49.

It seems that all who take the position of
uuconditional justificationor salvation refer
to Paul's writings. We have seen clearly that
we have not misuuderstood Jesus when He
told Nicodemus, "Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God." John 3:5. With this
uuderstanding, Paul has written the most



Many would not go so far as to openly
accept unconditional salvation, yet they

reject obedience to God's law as a condition of
our salvation. That is probably the most wide-
spread of all the errors in our church.

beautiful cluster of texts on the condition of
salvation in all the Bible in Romans 8:1-17.
Thirteen of the frrst seventeen verses of
Romans 8 are in relation to the conditions of
salvation.

Romans 8:2 tells about "the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death." When
we become a temple for the divine Spirit,
we are in unity with the law of life in
God's universe. "The Spirit of God, re-
ceived into the heart by faith, is the begin-
ning of life eternal." Desire ofAges, 388.
John was repeating what Jesus said about
the law of life when he wrote: "He that
believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this spake he of the
Spirit, which they that believe on him
shOUld receive.)" John 7:38-39.

Ellen White wrote many times that
obedience to God's commandments was the
condition of our salvation, but she did it in
the coutext of God's love imparted by the
Holy Spirit She wanted all to understaud
that "The gospel that is to be preached to all
natious, kindreds, tongues, and peoples pre-
sents the truth in clear lines, showing that
obedience is the couditionofgaining eternal
life. Christ imparts His righteousness to
those who consent to let Him take away
their sins." Seventh-day Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, 972.

"It [salvation] is obtained by willing
obedience." Christ's Object Lesson, 117.

"To man, the crowning work of Cre-
ation, God has given power to understaud
His requirements, to comprehend the justice
and beneficence of His law, and its sacred
claims npon him; and of man unswerving
obedience is required." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 52.

"No error accepted by the Christian
world strikes more boldiy against the an-
thority of Heaven, ... none is more perni-
cious in its results, than the modem doc-
trine, so rapidly gaining ground, that God's
law is no longer binding upon men.... By
introdncing the belief that God's law is not
binding, he as effectively leads men to
transgress as if they were wholly ignorantof
its precepts." Great Controversy, 584, 586.

Please read this last statement care-
fully euough to understand the deadly
error in the teaching of unconditional
justification or salvation or of a finished
work on the cross. Those who hold these
positions declare that God does not re-
quire obedience to His law for salvation.
The statement reads that there is no error
more pernicious (deadly) in its results.
Why? Because it leads people to trans-

gress the sarne as if they were wholly
ignorant of God's law.

Notice this sad statement: "But the
doctrine is now largely taught that the
gospel of Christ has made the law ofGod of
no effect; that by believing we are released
from the necessity of being doers of the
Word. But this is the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which Christ so unsparingly
condemned.... They declare that we have
ouly to believe on Jesus Christ, and that
faith is all-sufficient; that the righteousness
of Christ is to be the sinner's credentials;
that this impnted righteousness fulfills the
law for us, and that we are lUlder no
obligation to obey the law ofGod." Signs of
the TImes, February 25, 1897.

How could it be that many are turning
from the great third angel's message of the
remnant church, ("Here are they that keep
the commandments ofGod, and the faith of
Jesus." Revelation 14:12.) to the Nicolaitau

doctrine? This is the sad state ofthe division
party. It would be wonderful to awake and
discover it was just a bad dream. Are any of
our churchpapers protesting this doctrine of
a fmished work on the cross for salvation?
Sometimes our papers advertise in glowing
terms the books that teach these heresies.

Ellen White, writing about the fmal
sealing of God's people in the context of
Ezekiel 9, warns us, "Here we see that the
church-theLord's sanctuary-was the frrst
to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The
ancient men, those to whom God had given
great light and who had stood as gnardians
of the spiritual interests of the people, had
betrayed their trust. ... Thus 'Peace and
safety' is the cry from men who will never
again lift up their voice like a trumpet to
show God's people their transgressions and
the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb
dogs that would not bark are the ones who
feel the just vengeance of an offended
God." Testimonies, vol. 5, 211.
There are errors out on the periphery of

our message that are not necessarily a
salvational matter, but "if dangerous errors
threaten the faith, through the efforts of

deceived church members or false shep-
herds, they will be met and opposed with
decision. The soldiers ofChrist must be like
sentinels on guard, watching on the walls of
Zion. They must defend the faith once
delivered to the saints." Signs ofthe TImes,
January 13, 1888.

The teachings of error within the di-
vision party have taken various forms.
Many wonld not go so far as to opeuly
accept unconditional salvation, yet they
reject obedience to God's law as a con-
dition of our salvation. That is probably
the most widespread of all the errors in
onr church and certainly in all
Christendom. As we have seen, it is a
most deadly error. See The Great Con-
troversy, 584, 586, quoted above.

Certaiuly, we have many good men
and women in our denominational work
around the world who believe, preach,
teach, and live the true third angel's

message, but sadly, how few will dare
raise their voices to protest the soul-
destroying error so prevalent in our
church.

According to the statements we have
reviewed, we are faced with the obliga-
tion to protest against dangerous error.
Satan has had a "heyday" making our
people believe that protesting error is
criticizing the church. Error is not the
church. If protesting error is wrong, then
the Protestant Reformation was all wrong.

Ellen White knew well what it meant
to faithfully stand against error. She
readily identified herself with those few
defenders of the faith who willingly took
their stand for truth and righteousness,
for it was through her that the Holy
Spirit laid before us all the challenge,
"To stand in defense of truth and right-
eousness when the majority forsake us,
to fight the battles of the Lord when
champions are few-this will be our test."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 136. 0

To be continued.
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Edom, Moab, and Ammon
This article continues a study of

Daniel 11:40-45. If you are not familiar
with the previous articles in this series,
we encourage you to review them. They
may be found in Our Finn Foundation,
beginning with the January 1996 issue.

The editors send forth this article
with the desire that it will serve to bring
out the Benan response ofsearching the
Scriptures daily with all readiness of
mind to prove whether these things are
so. See Acts 17:11. With our readers, we
also look forward to an even clearer
understanding of Bible prophecy as the
scroll of world events continues to un-
roll.

-EDITORS

H shall entet also into the glori-
ous land, and many countries shall
be overthrown: but these shall

escape out of his band, even Edom, and
Moab, and the chief of the children of
Ammon." Daniel 11 :41.

In the previous two articles of this
series we identified the glorious land of
Daniel 11:41 as being the United States,
while also noting that when the Papacy,
symbolized as the Icing of the north,
enters into the United States, many people
will be overthrown as others escape out
of "his hand." Those who are overthrown
clasp bands with the Papacy, symboliz-
ing an agreement with the spiritual au-
thority of the papal power, which occurs
when the king of the north "enters" the
glorious land by means of the passage of
a national Sunday law in the United
States.

The Onward March

In the last article we described this
verse as illustrating a progression of
events which uufold as the Sunday-law
issue approaches and is increasingly en-
forced in the United States. As these
events and issues proceed through time,
they intensify, while accelerating "the

sha\dng." The sha\dng for Adventism cul-
minates with the final purification of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. The pu-
rification is brought about by the apos-
tasy of Adventists who never brought
"truth" into their own personal experi-
ence, and therefore they were unpre-
pared to stand against the increasing per-
secution brought against God's people
over the Sabbath issue. At this time the
influence and authority of the Papacy
continues to increase as it carries on its
spiritual conquest of the world before
ending in perdition.
During this time period God's people

will be purified, thus allowing for the
outpouring of the latter rain, which will
empower God's people to stand during
the time of trouble, as well as to pro-
claim the fmal warning message. The
final warning message is the "loud-cry"
message, and it also progressively in-
creases as it moves through the world.

"TheWord ofGod inHis law is binding
upon every intelligent mind. The truth for
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Wesee illustrated in these three tribes those
members who respond to the loud-cry

message. These tribes are those which flee from
Babylon.

this time, thetbird angers'message, is to be
proclaimed with a loud: voice, meaning
with increasiDg power, as weapproach the
great final test" EllenG. White 1888Mate-
rials, 1710. All emphasis supplied unless
otherwise noted.

Escaping Their Homeland
In receni history many nationalities

have become refugees from repressive
governments in their homeland. Whether
we are thinking of the Vie_ese boat
people, or the recent Cuban or Haitian
citizens who attempted to flee their re-
spective cOllRtries, we Bee that they oot
only escaped their homeland, but !hat
they still reflected their particular nation-
. ality. The Vietn.amese boat people were
refugees, but they werestiU Vietnamese.
Likewise, we will Bee that Edom, Moab,
and Ammon represent those "refugees"
who leave Babyloll dwing the loud-cry
message, thus reflecting the threefold di-
vision of modem BahylOfu

As we begin the discussion of Edom,
Moab, and Ammon we must recognize
!hat their location in the sequence of
events is at the very beginning of the
loud-cry time period, whell the S'lJllday
law has just been enforced in the United
States. At that time, the BOOking is llWV-
ing thrOMghAdventism aud into the w-orld,
aud we then see Edom, M-oab, and
Amm-Oll described as those who ",escape"
the hand of the Papacy.

The word here translated as ",escape,"
means to eBcape "as if by slipperiness,"
as well as "to release or rescue." This
·defmition implies that previous to their
escape, these three tribes were m the
hand of the Papacy. The message whieh
God's people proclaim at .this time pe-
riod is a call to flee out of Babyl-on, aad
EOOm, Moab, and Ammon symbolize
those people who begin 10 respoud to the
final message of Revelation 18:4, to
"Come out of her, my people."
"OfBabylon at Ihis time it is de-

clared, 'Her sins ha"e reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities.' Revelation 1&5. She has
filled np the measure of her gllilt, and
destruction is about to fall upon her.
But G"d still has a people in Babylon;
and before the visitation of HiB judg-
ments, these faithful ones must be
called out, that they 'partake not of
her sins, and receive not of her plagues.'
Hence the movement symbolized by
the angel coming down from Hea"en,
lightening the earth with his glory, and

crying mightily wiili a lSlrong voice,
announci11Jg tile s"'" of Babylon. In,ron-
nection with !his message tile call is
heard, 'Come out of her, my peopl.e:
As these warnings joJ3l tile thkd angel's
message, it swells <to aloud cry." The .
Spirit ofProphe.c:y, voiL 4, 422.

These three .symbo1lic tribes that
$pond to the call :to eoti:Je out ofBabylon
and tJms -escape the hand of the Papacy,
axe ",Iso ",epresen.ted as the "13ther sheep"
wh.om Christ promised to call:

"And other sheep I ha1>'e, which are
not of this them also I ml!lst bring,
and they sba'llhear my '!'oiu; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd."
John 10:1,6.

Christ's illustration of "tile day when.
the Son of man Is revealed," ,cootains an
inference to :these mbes'

"But1he same day that Lot weut "ut
of Soclom it ralaed f!lite and 'brimstone
from heaven, and destroyed them aIiL
Even thus shall it be in the day when the
Son ofman is revealed." Luke 17,29-30.
Sisler WhIte adds further ,Jj.g}1t t-o .1ilJis

passage wh.en descri'bmg the 1o:Hd-cry
time period:

of God, endowed with
power f[Om on 'high with their faces
lighted up, and shining with holy couse-
eration, went forth to proclaim. the mes-
sage from Heaven. Souls that were scat-
tered all through the religious bodies
answered to the eaJ1,and the pre.clons
were hll!!ied out of the doomed
churches, as Lot was hurried out of
Sodom before her destruction." Early
Writings, 278-279.

Christ referred to Sodom and Lot's
escape as an il1lustration of the eud of the
world, and Sister White further identifies
LOl as a symbol of those who leave "the
religious bodies" duriag the loud-cry time
period. We see Christ and Sister White
using the descendants of Lot as examples
of the sheep" who respond to -.the
fJna1. warning message. hJ. agreement with
these passages, Daoiel 11;41 uses the

same tribes when idenltiify1mlg iMoob and
.Ammon, for these tribes axe the desem-
<lams of Lot..

Sister White states that She saw "com.-
panyaile! ,company fl;om .the Lord's army
.iohJed the foe;" and then "tribe after
tnibe ilJrom 'iihe ranks of the ,memy united

'WIth the ,coIOlJ'lOOdment.keeping people
of Goa'" These Ihree tribes -eome from
"the doomed .churches," as well as from
"the ranks of the enemy."

vision I saw two :armies fua ter-
rible confJ1ct One aocmy was Jed by ban-
ners b.caring the world's ""'ignia; the
other was Jed by the hloodsmmed hamler
of Prince Immanuel. Staadar.d after stan-
dard was left to :tral1 in the dust as
company after ·company from the Lord's
p:tmy joJ3led lhe foe ood tribe after tribe
from the ranks of the enemy united
'Wiitb the cltmmandme.nt-keeping people
lilf God." 'Testimonies, vol. :8, 4 L

We see illustrated in these three tribes
those members who respoud to the loud-
cry message. These lirtbes ate those which
flee from Babyloll. These ,tribes had for-
merly been J3l the symb01lic grasp of
modern Babylon, but as the issl!les are
darified tlJ.ey respond to the call to de-
part These ate the "other sheep," or the
other of the Lord that remam
inBabylon," w11OlJl. the Lord willeall out
duxing the latter-rain time period.
"When those that 'belie"ed not the

truth, but had pleasure inumighteo=ess'
(2 Thessalonians 2:12), shall be left to
receh,estr.ong delusion and -to believe a
lie, then the light of truth will shin.e
upon ",ll whose hearts are _open to re-
ceive it, and all the ehildren of the
L.ard that remain in Babylon wi'll heed
theea11::'Come out of her, my people.'
Revelation 18:4." Maranatiul, 173.

A History of Hatred and Opposition
In or.derto recognize w110aud what

these three tribes symbolize, we must
apply the prophetic :rule which we have
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"'X Jhen viewed as a single symbolic entity,
VV the three tribes reflect the threefold
division of modem Babylon, complementing
the description of modem Babylon described in
the book of Revelation.

used previously in this series, which re-
quires that we seek to understand Edam,
Moab, and Ammon as spiritual, not lit-
eral tribes. In prophecy, to understand a
modem spiritual application we must fIrst
understand the ancient literal counter-
part, and, in so doing, develop the foun-
dation of information which establishes
the modem spiritual application.

Edam means "red," and is another
name for Esau and his descendants:

"And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I
pray thee, with that same red pottage; for
I am faint: therefore was his name called
Edam. And Jacob said, Sell me this day
thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I
am at' the point to die: and what profIt
shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob
said, Swear to me this day; and he sware
unto him: and he sold his birthright unto
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and
pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and
drink, and rose up, and went his way:
thus Esau despised his birthright." Gen-
esis 25:30-34.

"Lest there be any fornicator, or pro-
fane person, as Esau, who for one morsel
of meat sold his birthright. For ye know
how that afterward, when he would have
inherited the blessing, he was rejected:
for he found no place of repentance,
though he sought it carefully with tears."
Hebrews 12:16-17.

The tribe of Edam was a brother to
Israel. Esau was a profane fornicator
who had rejected his birthright for the
pleasures of this world. Moab means,
"from father," and is the tribe which
descended from the incestuous relation-
ship between Lot and his oldest daugh-
ter. Ammon means, "paternal uncle," and
is the tribe which descended from the
incestuous relationship between Lot and
his youngest daughter.

"Thus were both the daughters of Lot
with child by their father. And the first-
born bare a son, and called his name
Moab: the same is the father of the
Moabites unto this day. And the younger,
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she also bare a son, and called his name
Benammi: the same is the father of the
children of Ammon unto this day." Gen-
esis 19:36-38.

We see that the three tJ;ibesof Daniel
11 :41 are close spiritual relatives of spiri-
tual Israel, and are characterized with
fornication or incest, thus identifying their
involvement with nnlawful relation-

ships-a prime characteristic of modem
Babylon. The history of these ancient
tribes shows an ancient hatred and resis-
tance to the work of God's people, illus-
trating that these modem spiritual tribes
would spiritually oppose the work of
God's modem-day people.

"Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because
that Edam hath dealt against the house
of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath
greatly offended, and revenged himself
upon them." Ezekiel 25:12.

"I have heard the reproach of Moab,
and the revilings of the children of
Ammon, whereby they have reproached
my people, and magnified themselves
against their border. Therefore as I live,
saith the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom,
and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah,
even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits,
and a perpetual desolation: the residue of
my people shall spoil them, and the
remnant of my people shall possess
them. This shall they have for their pride,
because they have reproached and mag-
nified themselves against the people of
the LORD of hosts." Zephaniah 2:8-10.

Notice that it was prophesied that
God's remnant people wottld not only
spoil them but also possess them. In
ancient tiroes these three tribes opposed
God's people, and their false worship
was a continual snare.

Anciently, Edam, Moab, and Ammon,
though close relatives of ancient Israel,
were enemies of God's people, practic-
ing false worship in opposition to the
true worship of God. Their relationship
and their opposition to ancient Israel

brought forth a special distinction by
God in regard to their acceptance into
the true worship of God. See I Kings
11:5, 7; 2 Chronicles 25:14.
"An Ammonite or Moabite shall not

enter into the congregation of the. LORD;
even to their tenth generation shall they
not enter into the congregation of the
LORD for ever: because they met you not
with bread and with water in the way,
when ye came forth out of Egypt; and
because they hired against thee Balaam
the son of Bear of Pethor of
Mesopotamia, to curse thee. Neverthe-
less the LORD thy God would not hearken
unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God
turned the curse into a blessing unto
thee, because the LORD thy God loved
thee. Thou shalt not seek their peace nor
their prosperity all thy days for ever.
Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he
is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an
Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger
in his land. The children that are begot-
ten of them shall enter into the congrega-
tion of the LORD in their third genera-
tion." Deuteronomy 23:3-8.

Sister White informs us that Daniel
and Revelation "complemenC each other.
When viewed as a single symbolic en-
tity, the three tribes reflect the threefold
division of modem Babylon, comple-
menting the description of modern
Babylon described in the book of Rev-
elation.

Babylon and the Threefold Union

"And the woman which thou sawest
is that great city, which reigneth over
the kings of the earth." Revelation 17:18.

In prophecy "a great city" represents
a kingdom. See Revelation 11:8; 21:10.
The second angel's message is a caH out
of the kingdom of Babylon, for it is there
identified as "that great city."

"And there foHowed another angel,
saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made aH nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication." Revelation 14:8.

Revelation identifIes the threefold
nature of "the great city" (kingdom of
Babylon):

"And the great city was divided
into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell: and great Babylon came in
remembrance before God, to give lillio
her the cup of the wine of the fIerceness
of his wrath." Revelation 16:19.

"And I saw three unclean spirits like
frogs come out of the mouth of the



I n agreement with Daniel and Revelation,, many prophecies in the Bible which illustrate
the end-time scenario portray three enemies
opposing God's work and His people.

dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false
,prophet." Revelation 16:13.

The threefold makeup of modern
Babylon consists of the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet. This threefold con-
federacy is hrought together between spiri-
tualism, symbolized by the dragon; Catholi-
cism, symbolized by the beast; and apostate
Protestantism, symbolized by the false
prophet. Protestantism does not become
apostate Protestantism until it fulfills Rev-
elation 13: II, and speaks as a dragon by
legislating a national Sunday law. It is
therefore at that point in time that these three
unclean spiritual powers are identified' as
coming together into the threefold union,

"By the decree enforcing the institu-
tion of the Papacy in violation of the law
of God, our nation will disconnect her-
self fully from righteousness. When Prot-
estantism shall stretch her hand across
the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman
power, when she shall reach over the
'abyss to clasp hahds with spiritualism,
when, under the influence of this three-
fold union, our country shall repudiate
every principle of its Constitution as a
Protestant and republican government,
and shall malee provision for the propa-
gation of papal falsehoods and delusions,
then we may Imow that the time has
come for the marvelous working of Sa-
tan and that the end is near." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 451.
As these three spiritual powers unite

against God's law and His people, they
demonstrate the same hatred and resis-
tance that their ancient counterparts
portrayed in the history of Edam,
Ammon, and Moab. These three tribes
therefore reflect both the threefold di-
vision of modern Babylon, as well as
representing those people who flee from
modern Babylon. The threefold union
between the dragon, the beast, and the
false prophet, which constitutes the
great city of Babylon, is officially con-
summated at the time of the Sunday
law, which is precisely when Edam,
Moab, and Ammon are portrayed as
escaping the hand of the Papacy.

Confirmation of the Prophets

In agreement with Daniel and Rev-
elation, many prophecies in the Bible
which illustrate the end-time scenario
portray i:hree enemies opposing God's
work aud His people.
In Numbers 22, we find a clear

parallel to the latter-rain time period as

the children of Israel were about to
'enter into the Promised Land. Then
Moab, Midian, and Balaam were raised
up to resist God's purposes and His
p'eople.

In the story of Nehemiah's time, a
history which Sister White identifies as
"symbolic" of the work which God's
people today must accomplish, we find
Sanballat, a Moabite; Tobiah, an Ammo-
nite; and Geshem, the Arabian, raised up
to resist God's work and His people.

In the history of Jehoshapha!'s tri-
umph, found in 2 Chronicles 20, we, [rod
an illustration of the final triumph of
God's people as Jehoshaphat goes into
battle against Edam, Moab, and Ammon, '
with his singers leading the march.

In the history of Gideon, found in
Judges 6-8, we [rod a powerful illustra-
tion of the final movements of earth's
history, as Gideon wars against Midian,
a descendant of Abraham; Amitiek, a
descendant of Esau; and the children of
the East.

But oneof the most important pro-
phetic passages identifying the three en-
emies is found in Jsaiah 11:10-15. Sister
White cqmments on the first three verses
of this passage:
"'The Lord GOD which gathereth

the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I
gather others to him, besides those that
are gathered unto him.' Isaiah 56:8.

" 'Seek ye out of the book of the
LORD, and read.' Isaiah 34: 16. 'In that
day there shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the people;

to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest
shall be glorious. And it shall come to
pass in that day, that the Lord shall set
his hand again the second time to re-
cover the remnant of his people, which
shall be left, from Assyria, and from
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush,
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and
from Hamath, and from the islands of
the sea. And he shall set up an ensign
for the nations, and shall assemble the

outcasts of Israel, ,and gather together the '
dispersed of Judah from the four corners
of the earth.' Isaiah 11:10-12. '

"These words outline our work. This '
scripture is to be received by our people
as a message for today. The glad tidings
of salvation are to be carried to those
who have not heard them." Review and
Herald, June 23, 1904.

This passage in Isaiah is identifying
our work in relation to the Sabbath issue,
for an ensign is defined as a flag or
banner:
"ensign-5251: from 5264; a flag;

also a sail; by implication a flagstaff;
generally a signal; figuratively a token:-
banner, pole, sail, (en-)sign, standard.

"5264: to gleam from afar, i.e. to be
conspicuous as a signal; to raise a bea-
con:-lift up as, an ensign, standard
bearer." Strong s.

The standard or ensign which is asso-
eiated with "the book of the law," and
which will be "set up," is the Sabbath:

"It is at this time that the true Sabbath
must be brought before the people both
by pen and by voice. As the fourth com-
mandment of the Decalogue and those who
observe it are ignored and despised, the
faithful few know that it is the time not to
hide their face but to exalt the law of
Jehovah by unfurling the banner on
which is inscribed the message of the third
angel, 'Here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.'
Revelation 14:12." Evangelism, 281; see
aro Testimonies, vol. 6, 352-353; and
Early Writings, 74.

Sister White also comments on the
next verse in Isaiah's prophecy:

"The envy also of Ephraim shall de-
part, and the adversaries of Judah shall
be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah,
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim." Isaiah
11:13.

"The cross of Christ is the pledge of
our fellowship and union. The time must
come when the watchmen shall see eye

Continued on 30
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no merit or goodness whereby I may
claim salvation, but I present before God
the all-atoning blood of the spotless Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world. This is my only plea. The name
of Jesus gives me access to the Father.
His ear, His heart, is open to my faintest
pleading, and He supplies my deepest
necessities."

It is the righteousness of Christ that
makes the penitent sinner acceptable to
God and works his justification. How-
ever sinful has been his life, if he be-
lieves in as his personal Saviour,
he stands before God in the spotless
robes of Christ's imputed righteousness.

The sinner so recently dead in tres-
passes and sins is quickened by faith in
Christ. He sees by faith that Jesus is his
Saviour, and alive forevermore, able to
save unto the uttermost all that come
unto God by Him. In the atonement made
for him the believer sees such breadth,
and length, and height, and depth of
efficiency-sees such completeness of
salvation, purchased at such infinite cost,
that his soul is filled with praise and
thanksgiving. He sees as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, and is changed into
the same image as by the Spirit of the
Lord. He sees the robe of Christ's right-
eousness, woven in the 100m of'Heaven,
wrought by His obedience, and imputed
to the repenting soul through faith in His
name. When the sinner has a view of the
matchless charms of Jestis, sin no longer
looks attractive to him; for he beholds
the Chiefest among ten thousand, the
One altogether lovely. He realizes by a
personal experience the power of the
gospel, whose vastness of design is
eqnaled only by its preciousness of pur-
pose.

We have a living Saviour. He is not
in Joseph's new tomb; He is risen from
the dead, and has ascended on high as a
Substitute and Surety for every believing
soul. "Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 5: 1. The
sinner is justified through the merits of
Jesus, and this is God's acknowledgment
of the perfection of the ransom paid for
man. That Christ was obedient even unto
the death of the cross is a pledge of the
repenting sinner's acceptance with the
Father. Then shall we pennit ourselves
to have a vacillating experience of doubt-
ing and believing, believing and doubt-
ing? Jesus is the pledge of our accep-
tance with God. We stand in favor before
God, not because of any merit in our-

ttist
is the propitiation for our sins: and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world." I John 2:1-2. "Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins." 1 John 4:10.
"He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make interces-
sion for them." Hebrews 7:25.

From these scriptures it is evident
that it is not God's will that you should
be distrustful, and torture your soul with
the fear that God will not accept you
because you are sinful and unworthy.
"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you." James 4:8. Present your
case before Him, pleading the merits of
the blood shed for you upon Calvary's
cross. Satan will accuse you of being a
great sinner, and you must admit this, but
you can say: "I know I am a sinner, and
that is the reason I need a Saviour. Jesus
came into the world to save sinners. 'The
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
US from all sin.' 'If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.' I John 1:7, 9. I have

POR God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him shonld

not perish, but have everlasting life."
John 3:16. This message is for the world,
for "whosoever" means that any and all
who comply with the condition may share
the blessing. All who look unto Jesus,
believing in Him as their personal Sav-
iour, shall "not perish, but have everlast-
ing life." Every provision has been made
that we may have the everlasting re-
ward. Christ is our Sacrifice, our Sub-
stitute, our Surety, our Divine Interces-
sor; He is made unto us righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. "For
Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures
of the true; but into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for
us." Hebrews 9:24.

The intercession of Christ in our be-
half is that of presenting His divine mer-
its in the offering of Himself to the
Father as our Substitute and Surety; for
He ascended up on high to make an
atonement for our transgressions. "If any
man sin, we· have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he
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There will be a charge for tuition, room and board.
Limited lodging for students.

Call nOw for details or to reserve a room. (360) 832-6602

Help reach the cities with • . •
EARTH'S··FINAlWARNING

"If there is one work more important than another, it is that of getting our publications before the
public, thus leading them to search the Scriptures." "'Let every believer scatter broadcast tracts and
leaflets and books containing the message for this time. We need colporteurs, who will go forth to
circulate our publications everywhere." Colporteur Ministry, 7, 21.

Signs of the TImes, July 4, 1892

thing? We have the pledged Word of
God that Christ is made unto us right-
eousness,' sanctification, and redemption.
God grant that we may rely upon His
Word with implicit trust, and enjoy His
richest blessing. "For the Father himself
loveth you, because ye have loved me, .
and have believed that I came qut from
God." John 16:27. 0

as we are one." John 17:17, 21-22. "0
righteous Father, the world hath not
known the.e: but I have known thee, and
these have known that thou hast sent me.
And I have declared unto them thy name,
and will declare it: that the love where-
with thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them." Verses 25-26.

Who can comprehend the natore of
that righteousness which makes the be-
lieving sinner whole, presenring him to
God without spot or wrinkle or any such

COME TO· BOOT CAMP!
You are invited to an intensive missionary training program

at Life Abundant Missionary Institute
October 6-12, 1996

Despite fue millions of copies of this tabloid
that have gone out, fuere are multitudes of people
who have never heard fue warning of the devel-
oping New World Order.
Perhaps you have already sponsored fue

bulk mailing of this tabloid to your own zip
code. However, fuere is a vast mission field,
right· here in our own country, •that needs to
receive this important message. Millions of
people in fue large inIler cities of fue world may never receive this
tabloid. unless you, along wifu many ofuers who share the burden,
cheose to make a special donation toward Inner-City Tabloids.
Why not considersending a donation today? We believe Earth's

Final Warning < is fue most economical outreach tool to date.

Would you like to learn more about how to share your faith with others-both
through the printed page and also through personal witnessing? Perhaps you already
have some experiencebut would like to improve your skills.

We have planned a training program just for you. Your week here will be filled
with a blend of theory, practice, and "hands-on" experience.

Dwight Hall and John Martin of Remnant Pnblications will focus on how to
spread truth-filled Iiteratore like the leaves of autumn, including how you can become
qualified to be used by the Lord for this important work.
Evan SaddJer, a Bible worker and street preacher from New Zealand, will share

his insights on how to witness to others, including how to meet many common
objections.

selves, but because of our faith in "the
LORD OUR RlGHTEOUSNESS." Jeremiah 23:6.
Jesus stands in the Holy of Holies,

now to appear in the presence of God for
us. There He ceases not to present His
people moment by moment, complete in
Himself. But because we are thus repre-
sented before the Father, we are not to
imagine that we are to presume upon His
mercy, and become careless, indifferent,
and self-indulgent. Christ is not the min-
ister of sin. We are complete in Him,
accepted in the Beloved, ouly as we
abide in Him by faith.

Perfection through our own gpod
works we can never attain. The soul &vho
sees Jesus by faith, repudiates his own
righteousness. He sees himself as incom-
plete, his repentance insufficient, his
strongest faith but feebleness, his most
costly sacrifice as meager, and he sinks
in humility at the foot of the cross. But a
voice speaks to him from the oracles of
God's word. In amazement he hears the
message, "'Ye are complete in him." Co-
lossians 2:10. Now all is at rest in his
soul. No longer must he strive to fmd
some worthiness in himself, some meri-
torious deed by which to gain the favor
of God

Beholding the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin ofthe world, he finds the
peace ofChrist; for pardon is written against
his name, and he accepts the word of God,
"Ye are complete in him." Howhard is it for
humanity, long accustomedto cherishdoubt,
to grasp this great truth! But what peace it
brings to the soul, what vital life! In looking
to ourselves for righteousness, by which to
find acceptance with God, we look to the
wrong place, all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God" Romans 3:23.
We are to look to Jesus; for ''we all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory." 2 Corinthians
3:18. You are to find your completeness by
beholding the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.

Standing before the broken law of
God, the sinner cannot cleanse himself;
but, believing in Christ, he is the object
of His infinite love and clothed in His
spotless righteousness. For those who
believe in Christ, Jesus prayed: "Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
. . . That they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me. And
the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even
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The True Remedies-VIn
Trust in Divine Power

"To become acquainted with the won-
derful human organism, the bones,
stomach, liver, bowels, heart, and pores of
the skin, and to understand the dependence
of one organ upon another for the healthful
action of all, is a study in which most
mothers take no interest. They know noth-
ing of the influence of the body upon the
mind and of the mind upon the body. The
mind, which allies finite to the infInite, they
do not seem to understand. Every organ of
the body was made to be servant to the
mind. The mind is the capital of the body."
Testimonies, vol. 3, 136.
"The brain nerves which communi-

cate with the entire system are the only
medium through which Heaven can com-
municate to man and affect his inmost
life." Testimonies, vol. 2, 347.

"The mind' is an invisible agent of
God to produce tangible results. Its influ-
ence is powerful, and governs the actions
of men. If purified from all evil, it is the
motive power of good. The regenerating
Spirit of God, taking possession of the
mind, transfonns the life; wicked thoughts
are put away, evil deeds are renounced,
love, peace, and humility talce the place
of anger, envy, and strife. That power
which no human eye can see, has created
a new being in the image of God." Spirit
ofProphecy, vol. 2, 129.

Trust in Your Creator
"In the creation of the earth, God was

not indebted to pre-existing matter. 'He
spake, and it was; ... he commanded,
and it stood fast.' Psalm 33:9. All things,
material or spiritual, stood up before the
Lord Jehovah at His voice, and were
created for His own purpose. The heav-
ens and all the host of them, the earth and
all things therein, came into existence by
the breath of His mouth.

"In the creation of man was manifest
the agency of a personal God. When God
had made man in His image, the human
fonn was perfect in all its arrangements,
but it was without life. Then a personal,
self-existing God breathed into that fonn
the breath of life, and man became a
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"Christ stands before us ern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messa.ges, 61.

living, intelligent being. All parts of the
hwnan organism were set in action. The
heart, the. arteries, the veins, the tongue,
the hands, the feet, the senses, the faculties
of the mind, all began their work, and all
were placed under law. Man became a
living souL Through Christ the Word, a
personal God created man, and endowed
him with intelligence and power....

"Above all lower orders of being, God
designed that man, the crowning work of
His Creation, should express His thought
and reveal His glory." The Ministry of
Healing, 415.

"After the earth with its teeming ani-
mal and vegetable life had been called into
existence, man, the crowning work of the
Creator, and the one for whom the beauti-
ful earth had been fItted up, was brought
upon the stage of action. To him was given
dominion over all that his eye could be-
hold; for 'God said, Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over ... all the earth .
So God created man in his own image; .
male and female created he them.' Genesis
1:26-27. Here is clearly set forth the
origin of the human race; and the divine
record is so plainly stated that there is no
occasion for erroneous conclusions. God
created man in His own image. Here is no
mystery. There is no ground for the suppo-
sition that man was evolved by slow de-
grees of development from the lower fonns
of animal or vegetable life. Such teaching
lowers the great work of the Creator to the
level of man's narrow, earthly concep-
tions. Men are so intent upon excluding

God from the sovereignty of the uni-
verse that they degrade man and defraud
liim of the dignity of his origin. He who
set the starry worlds on high and tinted
with delicate skill the flowers of the
fIeld, who filled the earth and the heav-
ens with the wonders of His power,
when He came to crown His glorious
work, to place one in the midst to stand
as ruler of the fair earth, did not fail to
create a being worthy of the hand that
gave him life. The genealogy of out
race, as given by Insprration, traces back'
its origin, not to a line of developing
genus, mollusks, and quadrupeds, but to
the great Creator. Though fanned from
the dust, Adam was 'the son of God.' "
Patriarchs and Prophets, 44-45.

Trust in Your Sustainer

"The mechanism of the human body
caonot be fully understood; it presents
mysteries that baffle the most intelligent.
It is J;1ot as the result of a mechanism,
which, once set in motion, continues its
work, that the pulse beats and breath
follows breath. In God we live and move
and have our being. The beating heart,
the throbbing pulse, every nerve and
muscle in the living organism, is kept in
order and activity by the power of an
ever-present God." The Ministry ofHeal-
ing, 417.

"Not only is He the Originator of all,
but He is the life of everything that lives.
It is His life that we receive in the
sunshine, in the pure, sweet air, in the
food which bnilds up our bodies and
sustains our strength. It is by His life that
we exist, hour by hour, moment by
moment." Education, 197-198.

"To the death of Christ we owe even
this earthly life. The bread we eat is the
purchase of His broken body. The water
we drinlc is bought by His spilled blood.
Never one, saint or sinner, eats his daily
food, but he is nourished by the body
and the blood of Christ. The cross of
Calvary is stamped on every loaf. It is
reflected in every water spring." The
Desire ofAges, 660.

"The same power that upholds na-
ture is working also in man. The same
great laws that guide alike the star and
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To be continued.

Trust in Your Healer
"God's healing power runs all through

nature. If a human being cuts his flesh or
breaks a bone, nature at once begins to
heal the injury, and thus preserve the
man's life. But man can place himself in a
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that govern the heart's action, regulating that she cannot do her work, , , If tobac- largely in the open air." Manl;lScript Re- '="":i
the flow of the current of life to the body, co is used, ... the healing power of leases, vol. 9, 287. ,:.
are the laws of the mighty Intelligence nature is weakened to a greater or less "God's miracles do not'-li:lways beaf" , ,
.that has the jurisdiction of the soul. From extent ... When intoxicating liquor is the outward semblance ofmiracles. Often
Him all life proceeds. Only in harmony used, the system is not able to resist they are brought about in a way which
with Him can be found its true sphere of disease in its original God-given power looks like the natural course of events.
action. For all the objects of His Creation as a healer. It is God who has made the When we pray for the sick, we also work
the condition is the same-a life sus- provision that nature shall work to restore for them. We answer ouf own prayers by
tained by receiving the life of God, a life the exhausted powers. The power is of using the remedies within our reach. Wa-
exercised in harmony with the Creator's God. He is the Great Healer." Medical ter, wisely applied, is a most powerful
will. To transgress His law, physical, Ministry, 11-12. remedy. As it is used intelligently, favor- _
mental, or moral, is to place oneself out "The Saviour in His miracles revealed able results are seen. God has given us '/'
of harmony with the universe, to intro- the power that is continually at work in intelligence, and He desires us to make \?
duce discord, anarchy, min." Medical man's behalf, to sustain and to heal him. the most of His health-giving blessings.
Ministry, 10. Through the agencies of nature, God is .. ', We are to use every blessing God has
"God is constantly employed in up- working, day by day, hour by hour, mo- placed within our reach for the deliver- ./

holding and using as His servants the ment by moment, to keep us alive, to ance of those in danger. c":'l
things that He has made. Heworks through build up and restore us. When any part of . "Natural means, used in .accordance
the laws of nature, using them as His the body sustains injury, a healing pro- with God's will, bring about supernatural :::,•. -)
instruments. They are not self-acting. Na- cess is at once begun; nature's agencies results. We ask for a miracle, and the
ture in her work testifies of the intelligent are set at work to restore soundness. But Lord directs the mind to some simple --;","'
presence and active agency of a Being the power working through these agen- remedy." The Seventh-day Adventist Bi-
who moves in all things according to His cies is the power of God. All life-giving ble Commentary, vol. 7, 938.
will." The Ministry ofHealing, 416. power is from Him. When one recovers "[ thank the Lord that it is our privi-

from disease, it is God who restores him. lege to cooperate with Him in the work of
"Sickness, suffering, and death are restoration, availing ourselves of all pos-

work of an antagonistic power. Satan is sible advantages in the recovery ofhealth.
the destroyer; God is the Restorer." The It is no denial of our faith to place
Ministry ofHealing, 112-113. ourselves in the condition most favorable
"Many who are threatened with con- to recovery." Spalding and Magan, 7. 0

sumption will be healed through faith.
Many others will be healed through prop-
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KadeSh-Barnea in Antitype
N:w an these things happened

unto them for ensamples: and they
are written for our ad.t:i:lonition,

upon whom the ends of the world are
come." 1 Corinthians 10:11.

"The apostle Paul plainly states that
the experience of the Israelites in their
travels has been recorded for the benefit
of those living in this age of the world,
those upon whom the ends of the world
are come. We do not consider that onr
dangers are any less than those of the
Hebrews, but greater. There will be temp-
tations to jealonsies and mnrmnrings, and
there will be outspoken rebellion, as are
recorded of ancient Israel." Testimonies,
vol. 3, 358.

"You are following the same path as
did ancient Israel." "Modem Israel are
fast following in their footsteps." "We
are repeating the history of that people."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 75-76, 94, 160.

"Call rebellion by its right name
and apostasy by its right name, and

then consider that the experience of
the ancient people of God with all its
objectionable .featnres was faithfully
chronicled to pass into history. The
Scripture declares, 'These things ...
are [were] written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are
come.' 1 Corinthians 10:11." Selected
Messages, book 2, 393.

"We need ever to keep in mind the
experiences of the children of Israel, and
learn the lesson that the record of their
failnres is intended to teach us." Loma
Linda Messages, 278.

The greatest mistake of ancient Israel
was their failnre to go in and possess the
Promised Land from Kadesh-Barnea as
God had purposed for them. Their refus-
ing to follow His leadership is divinely
called a rebellion and resulted in the
"altering" of God's purpose and the de-
cree that they should wander in the wil-
derness for forty years before they could
inherit Canaan.

The Laodicean Wilderness
We are defmite1y told that it was the

Lord's will and plan to lead the Advent
Movement into the heavenly Canaan soon
after. the 1844 disappointment when they
had learned the lessons of !he law and
the sanctuary. See The Great Contro-
versy, 457-458.
It was a number of years before the

movement got ,under much headway to-
ward the completion of their world task
and their journey towards the heavenly
Canaan. There was a tendency to remain
camped around the Mount of the Law.
What is known as the message of 1888
brought the Advent Movement to the
very borders of the heavenly kingdom
where were enacted the scenes which
constitute the antitype of the Kadesh-
Barnea experience of ancient Israel.
Between the Mount of the Law and

Kadesh-Barnea ancient Israel passed
through a dreadful wilderness. Also be-
tween 1844 and 1888.the Advent Move-
ment passed through a dreadful spiritual
wilderness, It was the Laodicean wilder-
ness. During this time however they
learned many valuable lessons in obedi-
ence to Divine Leadership. They also
greatly strengthened their organization
and received the instruction in the prin-
ciples of health reform.
ill the early fifties the Lord, through

the prophet of the Advent Movement,
began to bear testimony that the church
was in the deplorable Laodicean condi-
tion and that there must be a revival and
reformation before His people could re-
ceive the latter rain and fmish their task.
Through the Spirit of Prophecy these
messages continued to come with greater
frequency and increasing nrgency. How-
ever, they received but little attention
until the Minneapolis General Confer-
ence in 1888. At that notable meeting the
Laodicean message was more fully given
with special emphasis upon the remedy
found in the imputed and imparted right-
eonsness of Christ.

That modem lsrael was in a barren
spiritual wilderness previons to 1888 is
evident from the following statements
which are but a few of those which might
be quoted. ill the latter sixties the fol-
lowing was written;

"Many have for years made no ad-
vancement in knowledge and true holi-
ness. They -are spiritual dwarfs. htstead
of going forwaxd to perfection, they are
going back to the darkness and bondage
of Egypt." Testimonies, vol. 2, 124.
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Alas, what pride is prevailing in the church,
what hypocrisy, what deception, what love

of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what desire
for supremacy! ... We must no longer remain
upon the enchanted ground.

In 1882 appeared the following testi-
monies: "Asa people we are not advanc-
ing in spirituality as we near the end."
"My heart aches day after day and night
after night for our churches. Many are
progressing, but in the back track." Ibid.,
vol. 5, 11, 93. "A formal round of reli-
gious services is kept up; but where is
the love of Jesus? Spirituality is dying.
. . . Shall we meet the mind of the Spirit
of God? Shall we dwell more upon prac-
tical godliness, and far less upon me-
chanical arrangements?" Ibid., 538-539.

The following statement shows that
great emphasis had been placed on the
law to the neglect of the preaching of
Christ, and that this was one reason for
their spiritual barrenness:

"As a people, we have preached the
law until we are as dryas the hills of
Gilboa that had neither dew nor rain. We
must preach Christ in the law, and there
will be sap and nourishment in the preach-
ing that will be as food to the famishing
flock of God." Review and Herald, March
11, 1890.
The condition that demanded a reforma-

tion is further emphasized in the following
which was published in the Review and
Herald, March, 22, 1887: "What is our
condition in this fearful and solemn time?
Alas, what pride is prevailing in the church,
what hypocrisy, what deception, what love
of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what
desire for supremacy! ... We must no
longer remain upon the enchanted ground.
... We have not the first reason for self-
congratulation."

"I am filled with sadness when I
think of our condition as a people. The
Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our
own course of continual backsliding has
separated us from God. Pride, covetous-
ness, and love of the world have lived in
the heart without fear of banishment or
condemnation. Grievous and presumptu-
ous sins have dwelt among us. And yet
the general opinion is that the church is
flourishing and that peace and spiritual
prosperity are in all her borders. The
church has turned back from following
Christ her Leader and is steadily retreat-
ing toward Egypt. Yet few are alarmed
or astonished at their want of spiritual
power. DOUbt, and even disbelief of the
Testimonies of the Spirit of God, is leav-
ening our churches everywhere." Testi-
monies, vol. 5, 217.
No person can read Testimonies, vol.

5, without knowing that God's people
were in a deplorable spiritual condition
previous to 1888. The same message

applies to us again now, and this volume
shquld be carefully and prayerfully read
by all our people. TIley should also read
and study the book Christ Our Right-
eousness, which explains the significance
of the 1888 crisis.

Previous to the 1888 General Confer-
ence the Lord, through the Spirit of

Prophecy, sent message after message
calling for a revival of true and primitive
godliness that His people might be pre-
pared to enter the heaveniy kingdom.
This call was equivalent to that given to
Israel at Mount Sinai; "Ye have dwelt
long enough in this mount. .. . Go in and
possess the land which the LoRD sware
unto your fathers." Deuteronomy 1:6, 8.

The most outstanding and urgent
of these heaven-sent messages ap-
peared in the Review and Herald of
March 22, 1887:

"A revival of true godliness among
us is the greatest and most urgent of all
our needs. To seek this should be our
first work. '" A revival need be ex-
pected only in answer to prayer. . ..
There is nothing that Satan fears so much
as that the people of God shall clear the
way by removing every hindrance, so
that the Lord can pour out His Spirit
upon a languishing church and an im-
penitent congregation. If Satan had his
way, there would never be another awak-
ening, great or small, to the end of time."
That the Advent Movement was on

the very borders of the heavenly Canaan
in those momentous days is evident from
the following: In 1879 came the cheering
message: "We are now on the very bor-
ders of the eternal world."
vol. 4, 306.

In 1881 the prophet of the movement
said: "The end of all things is at hand,"
and "I have been shown that we are
standing upon the threshold of the eter-
nal world." Testimonies, vol. 5, 16, 18.

During the next few years appeared
the following statements: "We are stand-
ing, as it were, on the borders of the

eternal world." "We are standing upon
the very verge of the eternal world."
"Eternity stretches before us. The curtain
is about to be lifted." Testimonies, vol. 5,
382, 460, 464.

In the Review and Herald of June 18,
1889, was another statement to the same
effect: "What place have we for jesting

and levity right here on the borders of
the eternal world?"

God's remuant people were told that
the end was nearer than any of them
realized. There is only one explauation
for these and many other statements and
that is that the end was then at hand and
the Lord planned to quickly finish His
work. His purpose for the Advent Move-
ment was just as clear and definite as for
the Exodus movement when He led them
to Kadesh-Barnea.

Minneapolis Conference

This General Conference began Oc-
tober 17, 1888, and before the confer-
ence proper started there was a week's
ministerial institute. During this his-
toric gathering the message of right-
eousness by faith was preached with
power. Sister White placed her approval
upon it at the conference and ever af-
terwards. She recognized it as the an-
swer to the many calls for a revival
and reformation. It was indeed a
heaven-sent message to lead this move-
ment out of the barren Laodicean wil-
derness into the heavenly Canaan. The
message as given at this conference is
clearly set forth in Christ Our Right-
eousness, 56-71. One cannot read these
quotations without recognizing their tre-
mendous import and that a new day
had dawned.

Over and over, again and again we
are assured that this message was from
Heaven and bore the divine credentials.
"The present message-justification by
faith-is a message from God; it bears
the divine credentials, for its fruit is unto
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We should go to Jesus just as we are,
confessing our sins, and cast our helpless

souls upon our compassionate Redeemer. This
subdues the pride of the heart, and is a
crucifixion of self.

holiness." Review and Herald, Septem-
ber 3, 1889.
"Messages bearing the divine creden-

tials have been sent to God's people; the
glory, the majesty, the righteousness of
Christ, full of goodness and truth, have
been presented; the fullness of the
Godhead in Jesus .. Christ has been set
forth among us with beauty and loveli-
ness, to charm all whose hearts were not
closed with prejudice. We know that God

has wrought among us. We have seen
souls turn from sin to righteousness. We
have seen faith revived in the hearts of
the contrite ones." Review and Herald,
May 27, 1890; Quoted in Christ Our
Righteousness, 59-60.

"We thank the Lord with all the heart
that we have precious light to present
before the people, and we rejoice that we
have a message for this time which is
present truth. The tidings that Christ is
our righteousness has brought relief to
many, many souls, and God says to His
people, 'Go forward.' The message to
the Laodicean church is applicable to
our condition. How plainly is pictured
the position of those who think they have
all the truth, who take pride in their
knowledge of the Word of God, while its
sanctifying power has not been felt in

Itheir lives. The fervor of the love of Godis wanting in their hearts, but it is this
very fervor of love that makes God's
people the light of the world." Review
and Herald, July 23, 1889.
"In every meeting since the General

Conference, souls have eagerly accepted
the precious message of the righteous-
ness of Christ. We thank God that there
are souls who realize that they are in
need of something which they do not
possess-gold of faith and love, white
raiment of Christ's righteousness, eye-
salve of spiritual discernment. If you
possess these precious gifts, the temple
of the human soul will not be like a
desecrated shrine. Brethren and sisters, I
call upon you in the name of Jesus Christ
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of Nazareth, to work where God works.
Now is the day of gracious opportunity
and privilege." Ibid.

In an article in the Review and Her-
ald of March 5, 1889, Sister White de-
scribed a meeting in South Lancaster as
follows: "1 have never seen a revival
work go forward with such thorough-
ness, and yet remain so free from all
undue excitement. There was no urging
or inviting. The people were not called

forward, but there was a solemn realiza-
tion that Christ came not to call the
righteous, but sinners, to repentance. The
honest in heart were ready to confess
their sins, and to bring forth fruit to God
by repentance and restoration, as far as it
lay in their power. We seemed to breathe
in the very atmosphere of Heaven. An-
gels were indeed hovering around. Fri-
day evening the social service began at
five, and it was not closed until nine....
There were many who testified that as
the searching truths had been presented,
they had been convicted in the light of
the law as transgressors. They had been
trusting in their own righteousness. Now
they saw it as filthy rags, in comparison
with the righteousness of Christ, which is
alone acceptable to God. While they had
not been open transgressors, they saw
themselves depraved and degraded in
heart. They had substituted other gods in
the place of their Heavenly Father. They
had struggled to refrain from sin, but had
trusted in their own strength. We should
go to Jesus just as we are, confessing our
sins, and cast our helpless souls upon
our compassionate Redeemer. This sub-
dues the pride of the heart, and is a
crucifixion of self." Christ Our Righ-
teousness, 62.

In the Review and Herald of Febru-
ary 12, 1889, God's servant described a
revival in Battle Creek as follows: "The
principal topic dwelt upon was justifica-
tion by faith, and this truth came as meat
in due season to the people of God. The
living oracles of God were presented in a

new and precious light. ... As one after
another of these students of Battle Creek
College, hitherto ignorant of the truth
and of the saving grace of God, es-
poused the cause of Christ, what joy was
there in the heavenly courts! ... It made
my heart glad to see those who had been
connected with the publishing work for a
period of thirty years, rejoice as young
converts rejoice in their frrst love. They
expressed their gladness and gratitude of
heart for the sermons that had been
preached by Brother A. T. Jones; they
saw the truth, goodness, mercy, and love
of God as they never before had seen it.
They humbled their hearts, confessed
their sins, and removed everything that
had separated their souls from God, and
the Lord had put a new song into their
mouth, even praises unto His name. It
was manifest that a renovation had taken
place; for they expressed their determi-
nation of soul to work earnestly to coun-
teract the evil influence they had exerted
in the past. ... Will any of these who
have tasted of the Bread of Life ever
loathe the manna that has been so sweet
to their souls at these meetings?"
"I have traveled from place to place,

attending meetings where the message of
the righteousness of Christ was preached.
1 considered it a privilege to stand by the
side of my brethren, and give my testi-
mony with the message for the time; and
I saw that the power of God attended the
message wherever it was spoken." Re-
view and Herald, March 18, 1890.
"When we went to Potterville, Michi-

gan, Brother Van Horn said, 'I am so
glad this meeting is not like the meetings
we have had in the past. There seems to
be so much more weight to the truth.
There is not so much levity and jesting.
The people seem to have a realization of
the solemn importance of the truth. ' Why
should we not have a solemn realization
of the truth at this time? What place have
we for jesting and levity right here on
the borders of the etema! world?" Re-
view and Herald, June 18, 1889.

Purpose of Message
The purpose of the Heaven-sent mes-

sage that came to this people in 1888
and onward was described by the servant
of the Lord in the Review, November 24,
1904, as follows:
"The Lord in His great mercy sent

a most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones.
This message was to bring more promi-



nently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the Sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. It presented jnstifica-
tion through faith in the Surety; it in-
vited the people to receive the right-
eousness of Christ, which is made
manifest in obedience to all the com-
mandments of God. Many had lost sight
of Jesus. They needed to have their
eyes directed to His Divine Person,
His merits, and His changeless love for
the human family. All power is given
into His hands, that He may dispense
rich gifts unto men, imparting the price-
less gift of His own righteousness to
the helpless human agent. This is the
message that God commanded to be given
to the world. It is the third angel's mes-
sage, which is to be proclaimed with a
loud voice, and attended with the out-
pouring of His Spirit in a large mea-
sure." Testimonies to Ministers, 91-92.

"The message of the gospel of His
grace was to be given to the church in
clear and distinct lines, that the world
should no longer say that Seventh-day

Adventists talk. the law, the law, but do
not teach or believe in Christ. The effi-
cacy of the blood of Christ was to be
presented to the people with freshness
and power, that their fai.th might lay hold
npon its merits.... For years the church
has been looking to man and expecting
much from man, but not looking to Jesus,
in whom our hopes of eternal life are
centered. Therefore God gave to His
servants a testimony that presented the
truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third
angel '8 message, in clear, distinct lines."
Ibid., 92-93.

"Several have written to me, inquir-
ing if the message of justification by
faith is the third angel's message, and I
have answered, 'It is the third angel's
message in verity.' " Review and Herald,
April 1, 1890.

Therefore those who do not preach
the third angel's message in the setting
of righteousness by faith are not preach-
ing it at all, that is, in its fullness. At best
theirs is only a partial message with the
salvation part left out.

The Expectations

For a decade or more this message
went forward with power, and wherever
it was preached the Lord was present by
His Spirit to witness that it was a mes-
sage from Heaven. The text was often
quoted, "Ye have dwelt long enough in
this mount." God's remnant people rec-
ognized it as a definite call to leave the
wilderness of sin and enter the goodly
land of the heaveuly Canaan. They be-
lieved that it would bring the latter rain
and a quickly finished work. Those who
accepted the message and entered into
the experience it demanded were jubilant
because they believed their earthly pil-
grimage was about ended. Like the Isra-
elites they did not know that their hopes
were to be blasted at the very borders of
their goal because of the unbelief of a
few of the leaders who gave a false
report of the message given by God's
servants. 0
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"To be forewarned is to be forearmed."
A Letter to Ponder

"Elmshaven," Sanitarium, Calif.
October 30, 1905.

To Brethren Daniells and Prescott
and Their Associates [in Battle Creek]:

I HAVE light from the Lord that at
this time we must act with great cau-
tion; for the enemy is watching our

every movement. At times I have been
ready to take steps that would be called

aggressive. I would commence to write the
history of the experience that we had in
Europe. I would read over the letters con-
taining warning and caution that I have had
from the Lord for several in Battle Creek.
At times, I have felt that I must pOOt all the
waruings given me for Dr. Kellogg, espe-
cially some that were given me while in
Europe. But I have not yet done this be-
cause I have been impressed to wait. If I
should make a strong move in this direc-

tion, the battle would be on. Those who
are opposing the light God has given would
feel that they had been attacked, and would
claim that they were conwelled to make
moves that otherwise they would not have
made. And it would take much of our time
to meet the issue.

Letus holdonpatiently for a little while,
and let the elements break forth that are
struggling into life. Letnot too many articles
be published in the Review andHerald that
are of a character to stir up strife.

The words that COOst spoke just before
His crucifixion are clear and plain: "Though
he had done so many miracles before them,
yet they believednot onhim: that the saying
of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled,
which he spake, Lord, who hath believed
our report? and to whom hath the arm ofthe
Lord been revealed? Therefore they could
not believe, because that Esaias said -again,
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened
their hearts; that they should not see with
their eyes, not understand with their heart,
and be converted, and I should heal them."
Jolm 12:37-40.

"Though he had done so many
miracles before them, yet they believed
not on him."

So it will be in the experience of those
who are united with Christ in the accom-
plisinnent of the workHehas given us to do.
We have seen the great power of God. The
Lord has wrought in behalf of His people.
But Satan is not dead or palsied, and he
prepares minds by degrees to become im-
bued with his spirit, and to work after the
samemanner as he works against those who
bear responsibilities in the work of God for
these last days. In the future Satan's last
exploits will be carried outwithmore power
than ever before. He has learned much, and
he is full of scientific scheming to make of
no effect the work that is under the supervi-
sion of the One who carne to the Isle of
Patmos to educate John, and to give him
instruction to be given to the churches.

The miracles that Christ wrought gave
to the world evidence of the divinity of His
mission. This powerful evidence the Jews
would not receive, because Christ's teach-
ing did not harmonize with their precon-
ceived ideas, or exalt the human agencies
who continnally exalted themselves.

The Lord has beengivingme instruction
thatwe aremeeting the sameunbelieftoday,
and that we shall continue to meet it as we
bear the last message ofmercy to the world.
Every ingenious device will be used, every
possible method taken advantage of, to lead
men to live a lie, that the truth shall not stand
as God designed it to stand, to prepare a
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'l."l Jhen these spiritualistic deceptions are
VV revealed to be what they really are-the
secret workings of evil spi;rits-those who have
acted a part in them will become as men who
have lost their minds.

people through the sanctification of the
Holy Spirit, to stand finn as a rock to
principle.

All who believe and practice the Word
of God will answer the prayer of Chtist as
given in the seventeenth chapter of John.
Read this chapter from the first verse to the
last. In it you have the plan of redemption.
God's angels are preserving the world from
destruction because tliire are some who
have never yet heard the message of truth.

The course of false science led the Jews
to stroug unbelief. We are filled with gtief
when we meet the same unbelief in the
world today. Chtist carne to this world, and
received at the hands of the unbelieving
Jews that which prophecy declared· He
wouldreceive. TheJewswhowere fulfilling
the prophecies in the Old Testament Scrip-
tures, did not realize what they were doing.
They professed to believe these prophecies,
and they did not know that they were
working out the plan foretold.

"Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye
out, and cry: they ate drunken, but uot
with wine; they stagger, but not with
strong drink. For the LORD hath poured
out upou you the spirit of deep sleep,
and hath closed your eyes: the prophets
and your rulers, the seers hath he cov-
ered. And the vision of all is become
unto you as the words of a book that is
sealed, which men deliver to one that is
learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee:
and he saith; I carmot;· for it is sealed:
and the book is delivered to him that is
not learned, saying, Read this, I pray
thee: anf'! he saith, I am uot learned.

"Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as
thispeopledrawnearmewith theirmou1h, and
withtheir lips dohonourme, buthaveremoved
their heart far fromme, and their fear toward
. me is taught by the precept ofmen: therefore,
behold, Iwill proceed to do amarvellouswork
amoug this people, even a marvellous work
andawonder: forthewisdomoftheirwisemeu
shall·petisb, and the understanding of their
prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that
seekdeep to hide their counsel from the LoRD,
and their works are in the dark, and they say,
Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? Surely
your turning of things upside down shall be
esteemedas thepotter's clay: for shall thework
say ofhim thatmade Hemademe not? or
. shall the thing framed say ofhim that framed

He hadno understandingT' Isaiith29:9-l6.
Every word of this will be fulfilled.

There are those who· do not humble their
hearts before God, and who will not walk
uprightly. Theyhide theirtrue purposes, and.
keep in fellowship with the fallen angel,
who loveth and maketh a lie. The enemy

puts spirit upon themenwhomhe canUSe to
deceive those who are partially in the dark.
Some are becoming imbued with the dark- .
ness that prevails, and are setting the truth
aside for error. The day pointed out by
prophecy is come. Jesus Chtist is not under-
stood. Jesus Chtist. is to them a fable. At this
stage of the earth's history, many act like
drunken men. "Stay yourselves, and won-

der; cry ye out, and cry; they are drunken,
but notwith wine; they stagger, but not with
strong drink. For the LORD hath poured out
upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath
closed your eyes: the prophets and your
rulers, the seers hath he covered." A spiri-
tual drunkenness is upon many who sup-
pose they are the people who shall be
exalted. Their religious faith is just as is
represented in this scripture. Under its influ-
ence, they cannot walk straight. They make
crooked paths in their course ofaction. One
and then another, they reel to and fro. They·
are looked upon by the Lord with great pity.
Theway oftruth they have not known. They
are scientific schemers, and those who
could and should have helped, because of a
clear spiritual are themselves de-
ceived, and are sustaining an evil work.

The developments of these last days
will soon become decided. When these
spiritualistic deceptions are revealed to
be what they really are-the secret work-
ings of evil spirits-those who have acted
a part in them will bec.ome as men who
have lost their minds.

"Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch
as this people draw near me with their
mouth, and with their lips do honourme,but·
, have removed their heart far from me, an!!
their fear towardme is taught by the precept
of men: therefore, behold, will proceed to·
do a marvellous work among this people,
even a marvelous work and a wonder: for '
the wisdom of their wise men·shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent men
shall.be hid. Woe unto theIil. that se<\k deep
to JUde their counsel from the LORD, and
their works are in the dark; and they say,
Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?

Surely your turning ofthings upside down
shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for
shall the work say ofhim that made it, He
made me not? or shall the thing framed
say of him that framed it, He had no
understanding?"
It is presented to me that in our

experience we have been and are meet-
ing this very condition of Men

who have had great light and wonderful
privileges have taken the word of leaders
who think themselves wise, who have
been greatly favored and blessed by the
Lord, but who have taken themselves out
of the hands of God and placed them-
selves in the ranks of the enemy. The
world is to be flooded with specious
fallacies. One human mind, accepting
these fallacies, will work upon other hu-
man minds, who have been turning the
,precious evidence of God's truth into a
lie. These men will be deceived by fallen
angels, when they should have stood as
faithful guardians, watching for souls, as
they that must give an account. They
have laid down the weapons of their
warfare, and have given heed to seduc-
ing spirits. They make of no effect the
counsel of God and set aside His warn-
ings and reproofs, and are positively on
Satan's side, giving heed ·to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils.

Spiritual drunkenness is now upon
men who ought not to be staggering as
men under the influence of strong drink.
Crimes and irregularities, fraud, deceit,
and unfair dealing fill the world, in ac-
cordance with the teaching of the leader
who rebelled in the heaveuly courts.

History is to be repeated. I could specify
whatwill be in thenear future, but the time
is not yet. The forms ofthe·deadwill appear,
through the cunning device of Satan, and
many will link up with the one who loveth
andmaketh a lie. I warnourpeople that right
among us some will tum away from the
faith, and give heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils, and by them the truth
. will be evil spoken of.
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H istory is to be repeated. I could specify what
will be in the near future, but the time is not

yet. The fonns of the dead will appear, through
the cunning device of Satan, and many will link
up with the one who loveth and maketh a lie.

A marvelous work shall take place.
Ministers, lawyers, doctors, who have
permitted these falsehoods to overmaster
their spirit of discernment will be them-
selves deceivers, united with the deceived.
A spiritual drunkenness will take posses-
sion of them. To the unfaithful stewards
the Lord says, Take you pleasure and
walk in blindness as drunken men; for
after having many opportunities, and re-
fusing to improve them, you will act at
last as the drunkard acts, throwing away
your hope of eternal life. Seeking deep
to hide their counsel from the Lord, and
making lies their refuge, they will misin-
terpret the warnings and messages God
has sent, placing on these warnings their
false statements, to make God's Word of
no effect. Reports and suggestions are
gathered up and kept in the memory, to
be used when it is thought they can be
used with the best effect. This has been
going on for some time. Those who do
this work seek deep to hide their counsel
from those whom they would injure. But
the Lord is acquainted with every move-
ment, every performance. All the secret
workings of men are open to the One
who knows the heart.

Some who have been deceived by
men in responsible places will repent,
and be converted. And in all our deal-

ings with them, 'Ve must remember that
none of those wloo are in the depth of
Satan's snares know that they are there.

"Is it no! yet a very little while, and
Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful
field, and the fruitful field shall be es-
teemed as a fOrest? And in that day shall
the deaf hear the words of the book, and
the eyes of the blind shall see out of
obscurity, and out of darkness. The meek
also shall increase their joy in the LORD,
and the poor among men shall rejoice in
the Holy One of Israel. For the terrible
one is brought to nought, and the scorner
is consumed, and all that watch for iniq-
uity are cut off; that make a man an
offender for a word, and lay a snare for
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him that reproveth in the gate, and turn
aside the just for a thing of nought.

"Therefore thus saith the LORD, who
redeemed Abraham, concerning the house
of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed,
neither shall his face now wax pale. But
when he seeth his children, the work of
mine hands, in the midst of him, they
shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the
Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the
God of Israel. They also that erred in
spirit shall come to understanding, and
they that murmured shall learn doctrines."
Isaiah 29:17-24.
"The wilderness and the solitary place

shall be glad for them; and the desert
shall and blossom as the rose. It
shall blossiim abundantly, and rejoice
even with joy and singing: and glory of
Lebanon shall be given unto it, the ex-
cellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall
see the glory of the LORD, and the excel-
lency of our God." Isaiah 35:1-2.

I was instructed to speak to you these
words of cheer which were spoken to me. I
am to call for every soul to be glad, as my
heart has been made glad, and to speal< this
gladness in the congregation of the saints,
and to tell of the goodness and power of
God in every place where they shall carry
the precious gospel of Jesus Cinist to those
who know not the truth for this time.

Now, just now, we are to proclaim
present truth, with assurance and with
power. Do not strike one dolorous note;
do not sing funeral hymns. The message
to be proclaimed for this time is,
"Strengthen ye the weak hands, and con-
firm the feeble knees. Say unto them that
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not:
behold, your God will come with ven-
geance, even God with a recompense; he
will come and save you.
"Then the eyes of the blind shall be

opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap
as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert. And

the parched ground shall become a pool,
and the thirsty land springs of water: in
the habitation of dragons, where each
lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
"And an highway shall be there, and a

way, and it shall be called The way of
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it;
but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err therein. No lion
shall be there, not any ravenous beast shall
goup thereon, itshallnot be found there; but
the redeemed shall wal!< there: and the
ransomed of the LoRD shall return, and
come to Zionwith songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away." Isaiah 35:3-10.
o what a promise is this for those

who will separate themselves from all
cunning and scientific scheming, and will
follow on to know the Lord identifying
themselves with those who have received
the truth and are sanctified through the
truth! Every promise is for those who
will learn the only true science, which is
found in the prayer of Jesus COOst.

"These words spake Jesus, and lifted
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father,
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that
thy Son also may glorify thee: as thou
hast given him power over all flesh, that
he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him. And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." John 17:1-3.

In this scripture God and Christ are
spoken of separately. They are two distinct
persons, but one in mind, one in heart, one
in holiness and justice, and purity, and one
in the work of seeking to save the sinful
race. To those who believe in Chtist, God
will give power to becomeHis sons even to
them that believe on His name. This is the
science ofthe life that now is, and of the life
which is to come. Tbis is the true science
that our medical men need to study-the
science of the saving grace of the gospel.
This is the science that students must study
in order to become genuine medical mis-
sionaries.

Unless the heart, mind, soul, and strength
are completely conformed to the will of
Christ, the science studied will not give
entrance into thenarrowway and the straight
gate that leads to etemallife. Straight is the
gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto
life, and few there be that fmd it. Because
broad is the way, and wide is the gate that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be
that go thereat. SeeMatthew 7: 13-14. Those
who regard it as a valuable science to be



'l'X Jhat, I ask, can be the end? Again and
VV again have I asked this, and I have
always received the same instruction, Never
leave a soul unwarned.

sharp, to take advantage of and cheat their
neighbors, are cheating their own soul, and
unless they change, they can never enter the
Holy City. No crooked dealing, no decep-
tive science, will find a place inthe heaveuly
courts.

We are God's little children, and we
are to learn of Him; His spirit is too pure
to dwell in the mind and heart of one
that is lifted up unto vanity. In His prayer
Christ said, "1 have glorified thee on the
earth." This is the science of Heaven. "I
have finished the work which thou gavest
me to do. And now, 0 Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self with the
glory which 1 had with thee before the
world was." John 17:4-5.

These are the words of Him who was
One in mind, in heart, and purpose, with
God in the work of saving a fallen world.
God and Christ had oneness of purpose,
oneness of ahn, and they made one eternal
never-ending effort to workfor the salvation
of the fallen race. The prayer of Christ lays
open before the intelligent, understanding
mind that not one taint of the science of
Satan's practice can enter the Holy City.

Satan worked in every possible way
to come out victorious in standing in the
highest place in the heaveuly courts. How

artful were his contrivances to win the
game! He employed every artful intrigue
and device to carry his science against
God and His Son Jesus Christ.

As 1 am shown special things of
Satan's science, and how he deceived the
holy angels, 1 am afraid of the men who

have entered into the study of the sci-
ence that Satan carried into the warfare
in heaven. How 1 have longed to be
where 1 should not be compelled to see
the same science practiced on this earth
by medical practitioners! How my heart
has been agonized as I have seen souls
accepting the inducements held out to
them to unIte with those who were war-
ring against God! When they once ac-

cept the bait, it seems impossible to
break the spell that Satan casts over
them, because the enemy works out the
science of deception as he worked it out
in the heavenly courts. He has worked so
diligently with men in our day that he
has won the game again and again.

What, 1 ask, can be the end? Again
and again have 1 asked this, and 1 have
always received the same instruction,
Never leave a soul unwarned. Those who
are bound in Satan's coils are the most
confident and the most boastful. They
will protest at the thought that they are
ensnared, yet it is the truth. 0

Battle Creek Letters, 122-128.

Sally Rohnberger
Series of'thr..ee'l'resentations:
Understandilig the Indulgent Parent
Discipline Is Disci'pling
Habits ':'.
Video-l cassette-$11.00-EV08004
Audio-3 cassette-$7.50-EA08004'

Series of seven presentations:
'Ready for the Hour, Unprepared for
the Moment

Issues, Issues, the ISSUE
Dead to Self, Alive to Christ
Let No Man Separate
Living Faith "
Speak Lord for Thy Se11'ant Heareth
Redeeming the 'Time ' ,
Video-2 cassettes . '$23.00-EV07912,
Audio-7 cassettes ., $17.50-EA07912

Please page 3 for shipping and
I. : sales tax information:' , , .

Tom Waters ','

Alane Waters

International: TOIn 'an:d Alane Waters and
Jim, and Sally. Hohnberger. They deal
with vital topics, and, most hnportantly,
their approach to every subject is decid-
edly Christ-centered and Bible-based.

Series of four presentations:
Family Worship
Redemptive Discipline
Finance and Indebtedness
Family Recreation
Video-l cassette-$12.00-EYl6803
Audio-4 cassettes-$1O.00 EA:16803

Series of four presentations: .'-.
Evil Surmising ',,;.' '. '"
Christ, Our Constant Companion
God's Grace; A Personal Testimony
Self Government - .. _ '.
Video-l cassette $1+;QQ EV16904
Audio-4 cassettes $.!0,qO-EA16904

, ;:«
" ..

. .. ' '" "Presentiug God"s P1an,:to Restore the Family
··.:>:i:;c;",e,

. Jim RohnbergerDOES anyone doubt that the aver-
age family .is in..a crisis in the
1990s1 But who knows what to

do about it?·Many people are attempting
to provide ,s,age advice as better-mar-
riage and ,child-management books pro-
liferate;and as family-counseling centers
do a thriVitJg business.

God:tells us in the Scriptures, how-
ever/ iliat the wisdom of this world is
. foolishness in His sight. He coUnsels us
to turn to Him, the only genuine Sourqe
of wisdom, for help "",d guidance. '

Two couples did just that, an(j .it
chlll1ged their lives. They found· in the
,Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy the true
secrets-God's secrets-of a joyous:mar-
rlage and a happy household, T;hey, dis-
qovered how to give to each other,' and
to their children, what they::most':need,
and the results were ...:so much
so that they felt compelled;.too.,sbare their
exciting discoveries·,with;others.

Hope InternatioD.a1 is: proud to offer a
. ofandio
"ecorded by the founders of'Restoration

r
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In Defense of God's Law-Part 2

Some teach that the Sabbath is not to
be in the New Testament, whereas
the other nine commandments are clearly
repeated and reaffirmed as part of God's
law. However, this is not true. Neither
the first, second, third, fpurth, nor tenth
commandment are anywhere repeated
word for word in the New Testament as
they are in the Ten Commandments as
found in Exodus 20:3-17.

The other five commandments are
quoted word for word in the New Testa-
ment in the following passages: Matthew
5:21-27; 15:4; 19:18-19; Mark 7:10;
10:19; Luke 18:20; Romans 7:7; 13:9;
Ephesians 6:2-3; James 2:11.

In Matthew 19:18-19, Jesus quoted
the fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth" and ninth
commandments when answering the rich
young ruler. Was Jesus reinstating these
commandments as if they had been abol-
ished by His death on the cross? It is
quite obvious that Jesus was not reinstat-
ing abolished commandments, because
He had not yet been crucified. Jesus was
simply quoting from the law itself, which
had not changed.

If, of course, the Sabbath is no longer
binding because it is not quoted word for
word in the New Testament, then in
order to be consistent we would have to
say that the f"Irst three commandments '
are abolished also.
It is most interesting that the Sabbath

commandment is actually mentioned more
often than any of the other command-
ments in the New Testament. It is re-
ferred to no less than f"Ifty-nine times,
but never is the Sabbath said to be abol-
ished or changed to Sunday.
If men teach that Christ gave the

church a different day for worship, then
where in the Bible is it mentioned? Where
does it say that the seventh-day Sabbath
is part of the old law, and Sunday is part
of a new law?

The fact of the matter is that there is
no new law. The Ten Commandments
are the same as when God f"lfSt wrote
them with His own finger.

Even the words of the gospel writers
when recording the events surrounding
Christ's crncifixion, refer to the seventh-day
as the Sabbath. In fact, the Sabbath is said
to be part of the commandments at the time
of Christ's death on the cross. The gospel
writers record the following, "This man
[Joseph of Arimathaea] went unto Pilate,
and hegged the body ofJesus. And he took
it down, and wrapped it il,I linen, and laid it
in a sepulchre that was hewn in
wherem., never man b.efore was laig. And

• Jeff'Wehr

tenths of the old law, but somehow the
one-tenth omitted in the new law makes
it Christian, not Jewish!

The following questions must be asked:
When did Jesus give His church this new
law? Where did He announce it? To whom
did He announce it? How many precepts
does this new law contain? Andwhat is the
penalty for ttansgressing it?

Canwe find this new law in the gospels
or the epistles of Paul? Did Jesus tell it to
His disciples in secret or to a vastmultitude
in public? Did He announce it before or
after the cross? Are there nirie command-
ments or twelve commandments? Does this
law pertain ouly to Christians? If there is
indeeda new law, these shouldbe very easy
questions to answer.

The tnith of the matter is that there is
no new law and the New Testal)J.ent is
completely silent upon such questions.

TIAGICALLY, men in the pulpitactually oppose the law of God.
Some of them teach that the law

was only for the Jews. If that were
true, then the rest of humanity, both the
just and the unjust Gentile, are free
from the binding claims of the law.
Could you imagine living in a neigh-
borhood where there were no restraints
against murder, theft, adultery, false
witness, idolatry, and swearing? Wonld
you like to raise your family there?

Actnally, what these ministers mean
is that yO)}' need to obey only nine of
the ten Commandments. They contend
that Christians do not need to keep the
fourth commandm"11t, the seventh-day
Sabbath, holy. Only the Jews need to
keep it., '

They claim that Jesus gave' a new law •
to Christi"!"'. It is, the same as nine- .
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Those who do not fulfill the "lusts of the
flesh" are not transgressing God's law.

Therefore, they are not under the condemnation
of God's law.

that day [Friday] was the preparation, and
the sabbath [Friday night to Saturday night]
drew on. And the women also, which came
with him from Galilee, followed after, and
beheld the sepulchre, andhowhis bodywas
laid. And they returned, and preparedspices
and ointments; and rested the sabbath day
according to the com1TUlruJment." Luke
23:52-56. "In the end of the sabbath [sunset
Saturday], as it began to dawn toward the
:first day of the week [Sunday],came Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary to see the
sepulchre." Matthew 28:1. All emphasis
supplied un1ess otherwise noted.

We Are No Longer "Under the Law"

Others argue against the law of God
by saying that we are "not under the law,
but under grace." Therefore, we are un-
der no obligation to obey it. Can it be
that Christians are free to break the com-
mandments concerning adultery, theft,
murder, and idolatry? When Paul speaks
about being "under the law," is he refer-
ring to an old law versus a new law?

There are several occasions when the
apostle Paul declares that we are "not
under the law." Romans 6: 14-15;
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:21; 5:18. Let us
consider the passage found in the book
of Romans:

Paul begins chapter six ofRomans with
three main questions concerning the temp-
tation to sin. "Sball we continue in sin, that
grace may abound? God forbid. How shall
we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein? Know ye not, that so many ofus as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap-
tized into his death?" Romans 6:1-3.

Paul is speaking to converted men who
have been "buried' with him [Christ] by
baptism." Verse 4. He encourages'the con-
verts with these words, "Knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him, that the
body of sinmight be destroyed, that hence-
forth we should not serve sin, ... Likewise
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign
in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lUSts thereof, ... For sin shall nothave
dominion over you: for ye are not under the
law, but under grace." Verse 6, 11-12, 14.

Are Christians no longer "under the
law" because it has been abolished? No.
They are no longer "under the law" because
by God's grace they are experiencing vic-
tory over sin. "Sin is the transgression of the
law." 1 John 3:4. Because they are no longer
transgressing God's law they are no longer
"under the law." Because they are "under

grace," theyhave found the powerofGod to
overcome sin.

In the book of Galatians, Paul says,
"Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do
the things that ye would. But if ye be led
of the Spirit, ye are not under the law."
Galatians 5: 16-18.

In this passage, who is "under the
law"? Those who live according to the
"lusts of the flesh." Who is not "under
the law"? Those who are led by the
Spirit, and those ouly.

Those who do not fulfill the "lusts of
the flesh" are not transgressing God's
law. Therefore, they are not under the
condemnation of God's law.

There is absolutely nothing in this
passage that intimates that the law is
abolished. If the law were abolished,
then nobody would be "under the law,"
whether they were in the flesh or in the
Spirit. However, Paul makes it very clear
that those who are not "under the law"
are led by the Spirit. Therefore, those
who are not led by the Spirit are "under
the law."

In general, IIlost Christians believe
that we ought to keep nine out of the
original Tim Commandments. Seventh-
day Adventists believe that we ought to
keep the fourth commandment as we
would keep the other nine. Now, if we
are "under the law" for keeping all Ten
Commandments, then the rest of Chris-
tianity is nine-tentha "under the law" for
keeping nine of them. However, the Bible
says, "Whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all." James 2: 10.

Christ Is the End of the Law

The apostle Paul makes the statement
in Romans 10:4 that "Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to every one

that believeth." Some argue that Christ
put an "end" to the law when He died on
the cross.

James wrote, "Ye have heard of the
patience of Job, and have seen the end
of the Lord." James 5: 11. What does
James mean? Did the patience of Job
terminate the Lord Jesus? Of course
not; such an interpretation is not even
intelligible. What we see in the pa-
tience of Job is the working out of the

Lord's will in Job's life. It was the
Lord's object or goal to see Job de-
velop Christlike patience.

The "end of the law" or the object of
the law is that its righteous claims be
worked out in my life. When Christ came
and lived out the requirements of the
law, He revealed who He was and what
is His will. Therefore, the purpose, the
goal, or the "end of the law," is that I
should be like Christ in obeying His law.

Is the Law Dead?

Some argue that the law is dead based,
upon the following passage foUnd in the
book of Romans:

"Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak
to them that know the law,) how that the
law hath dominion over a man as long as
he liveth? For the woman which hath an
husband is bound by the law to her
husband so long as he liveth; but if the
husband be dead, she is loosed from the
law of her husband. So then if, while her
husband liveth, she be married to an-
otherman, she shall be called an adulter-
ess: but if her husband be dead, she is
free from that law; so that she is no
adulteress, though she be married to an-
other man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye
also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be married
to another, even to him who is raised
from the dead, that we should bring forth
fruit unto God." Romans 7:1-4.

Let us consider the following illustra-
tion: First, we have a woman. Let us call
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her Mrs. Dunn. Second, there is the hus-
band. He is obviously Mr. Dunn. Third,
there is the law which condemns adul-
tery.

Here is the question: What dies in
this illustration? ·Does the law die? No.
Mrs. Dunn's husband dies. The law now
permits Mrs. Dunn to remarry if her
husband has died. But if her husband has
not died, then she is not, according to the
law, free to marry another man.

Is Mrs. Dunn permitted to marry an-
other man because the law has died?

Obviously not. She is permitted to re-
marry if her husband dies.

Now, what is truly represented by
the two husbands in Paul's account is
our unconverted state and the Lord
Jesus. The passage actually encourages
us to be married to another, namely,
Christ. "Wherefore, my brethren, ye
also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be mar-
ried to another, even to him who is
raised from the dead, that we should
bring forth fruit unto God." Verse 4.

We are to die to the old self and be
married to Christ. However, we cannot
be married to the new husband, Christ,
uuless the old man, the carnal mind, the
body of sin, the unconverted man, and
the lusts of the flesh, die.
As long as we choose to live in sin,

we are married to the old sinful nature.
However, when we choose to accept
Christ as both Saviour and Lord, then we
receive a new heart and are married to
Christ. D

To be continued

Edom, Moab, and Ammon
Continued from 15

to eye; when the trmnpet shall give a
certain sound; when 'Ephraim shall not
envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex
Ephraim' any more." Review and Her-
ald, January 3, 1899.

We therefore understand that this pas-
sage is identifying our work in counec-
tion with the Sabbath issue. It also is
. identifying the time period when God's
people come into unity and bring "the
glad tidings of salvation" "to those who
have not heard them."

The next verse in Isaiah's prophecy
identifies the three tribes which escape
the hand of the king of the north in
Daniel's prophecy:

"But they shall fly upon the shoul-
ders of the Philistines toward the west;
they shall spoil them of the east together:
. they shall lay their hand upon Edom
and Moab; and the children ofAmmon
shall obey them.

"And the LORD shall utterly destroy
the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with
his mighty wind shall he shake his hand
over the river, and shall smite it in the
seven streams, and make men go over
dryshod.

"And there shall be an highway for
the remnant of his people, which shall be
left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel
in the day that he carne up out of the
land of Egypt." Isaiah 11:14-16.

The issue confronting the world at this
time is God's Jaw, and we see God's unified
people "lay their hand upon Edam, Moab;
and the children of Anunon." The three
tribes which have escaped the hand of the
Papacy in Daniel's prophecy, come under
the hand or dominion of God's people and
"obey them," symbolizing their agreement
to the power and authority which actuate the
people of God. Thus these three tribes are
not ouly spoiled but possessed in fulfilhnent
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ofthe prophecy ofZephaniah 2:8-10, which
we quoted earlier.

"Yea, many people and strong na-
tions shall come to seek the LORD of
hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before
the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts;
In those days it shall come to pass, that
ten men shall take hold out of all lan-
guages of the nations, even shall take
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew,
saying, We will go with you: for we have
heard that God is with you." Zechariah
8:22-23.
This passage finishes with the illus-

tration of the final deliverance as the
remnant follow the "highway" which has
been prepared for them "as it was to
Israel in the day that he came up out of
the land of Egypt."

We see Edam, Moab, and Anunon
here portrayed at the very end of the
latter rain, for the fmal deliverance is the
next scene in the passage of Isaiah. Isaiah
is using Edam, Moab, and Anunon in
describing the closing up of the loud-cry
message, whereas these three tribes in
Daniel 11:41 are describing the begin-
ning of the loud-cry message. There is
only one difference between these three
tribes in Isaiah and Daniel. That differ-
ence is that in Daniel we see the "chief
of the children of Anunon," while in
Isaiah, it is simply "the children of
Ammon."

The word chief in Daniel 11:41 means
firstfruits, and it comes from the root
word which means shaking. Edam, Moab,
and Anunon in Daniel are the lirstfruits
of the loud-cry message which begin to
join God's people at the time of the
passage of the Sunday law in the Unlted
States, which is also when the shaking
moves through Adventism into the world.
When the latter rain is illustrated coming
to an end by Isaiah, the three tribes are
no longer the firstfruits, and therefore,

they are no longer the "chief' of the
children of Ammon.

When we understand these three tribes
as a reflection in Daniel of the threefold
division of Babylon which is identified
in Revelation, we recognize a powerful
counection between these two prophetic
books. This agreement is what we have
been told we should expect when we
come to understand these prophetic books
"as we should."

Daniel 11:41 provides information
concerning events which are progres--
sively moving ahead. Events such as
the shaking, persecution, the purifica-
tion of God's people, the Sunday law,
and the latter rain. If this understand-
ing of events is accurate, does it not
demand that our own personal experi-
ence must progress in proportion to the
times in which we are presently living?
One great strength to this understand-
ing of Daniel 11 :40-45 is the events
which are taking place in our world
today. Certainly we can see the signs
of the times unfolding which testify
that the issues described in these last
three articles concerning Daniel 11 :41
are increasingly imminent with every
passing day. D

Adventism's New View
by Jeff Pippenger
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I received some copies ,of Our Firm
Foundqtion a few days ago. Thank you very
much. I appreciate your care a lot. As much
as I would like to send a donation to you, I
have my hands tied because the Zimbabwe
dollar has dropped so much that it is be-
comiug more and more difficult to send for
things! LS, Zimbabwe

I have' read some of the books you sent
to my friend. May you kindly seud me the
following inspirational books: The Great
Controversy, The Desire of Ages, Patri-
archs and Prophets, Prophets and Kings,
The Acts of the Apostles, Steps to Christ,
Selected Messages, book I, spiritual maga-
zines,.a Bible, and other spiritual literature.
I want to know more about Jesus, God, and
the Holy Spirit. May God bless you for the
great work you are doing. VS, Zambia

I am applying for the Spirit of Prophecy
books by Mrs. White or by any other au-
thor. I am a young man aged.20 and am
, pursuing a courSe in automobile electronics
at --. I was once ,Methodist, but quit
going there because of their doctrine which
is contrary to the Bible. I like reading books
with .heavenly messages to strengthen my
faith and my relationship with my Creator.
Please help me because I don't have any
literature except my Bible, quarterly, hymn
book, and a few tracts. TM, Zimbabwe

I wish to emoll myself as one of the
students in the study of the Holy Scriptures.
My request is that you send me lessons and
any other materials that will assist me in my
studies. I am young man. Please remember
me in your prayers that through His grace I
may ever live to do the will of God.

I wIll be grateful to hear from you, and I
am ready to star! the lessons as soon as I
receive them. VB, Zambia

I am a boy of 15 years of age, and I
attend school at ---. I and my parents
are all Moslem, but like reading the Bible
very much because we gain some good
things from it.

The main reason I write you this letter
is that I want you to send me three Bibles. I

want to give two of the Bibles to my friends,
and I will keep the other one. These two
friends need help. They don't want to even
hear the Word of God. If I ask them to frod
a Bible to read, they say they don't have any
friends whom they can get a Bible from. I
want my friends to change from their sins
to the Word of God. If you are able to send
me these Bibles, I think God will help you
in your work and bless you, too.AI, Ghana

I am writing as one of those who is trying
to fmd rest ofmiud in things pertaining to God
and His infinite dealing with His redemptive
plan for humanity. I am a believer in the death
and resunection of Jes6s Christ. I have pas-
tored the GraceBibleChurch for twenty years,
butnow I ammuch disturbed inmy spirit that
I am not leading the people in the right and
properwayaccording to theBiblestandard.My
conflict lies in the correct day of worship. For
twoyears Iwas in that conflict until I read from
one of your publications-Truth For Today.
Inside the page there is a title "The hnpending
Conflict." This headlineattractedmyattention,
though I did not initially know what it was all
about. Inmy spirit Iknew Ihadaconflictwhich
was pending in my miud. I carne to the
statement. "By introducing thebeliefthatGod's
law is not binding, he as effectnally leads men
to transgress as ifthey were wholly ignorant of
its precepts." This is exactly the war or conflict
inmyheart, especiallyas apreacherofGRACE.
I statted judging myself.

I am a pastor as any other of the major-
ity of pastors in Nigeria. Most of us have
not had the basic knowledge of church
history, as we have never passed through
universities or seminaries. Very many of us
were Sunday School teachers or lay pastors.
Few of us leamed to preach through the
hard ways. We force ourselves to know the
Bible, and we preach a half-baked gospel to
the people. Ouly a few of us spend much
time to make research in the Bible by buy-
ing books and reading extensively to add to
the knowledge of laymen. Thanks to God
that through much reading I have come to
see my nakedness!

I am fond of reading, and that is how I
came to frod myself in conflict when I read
a book Bible Readings for the Home. The

reference Daniel 7:25 says "And he shall
speak' great words against the most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the most
High, and think to change times and laws."
This statement or vision of Daniel seems to
agree with your publication and other books
about the times and the involvement of the
Roman Catholic Church in effecting the
changes in the days and the law of God.
Being troubled in miud I wrote to a friend
in the United States of America, a Baptist
pastor. He sent me a pamphlet entitled The
Sabbath. This pamphlet, instead of defend-
ing the'Sunday worship, seems to confirm
the Sabbath as the proper day ofworship by
citing many scriptures to confirm it, though
he himself was opposing the Sabbath. Some
of the citations are (though he referred to
the Jews): Genesis 2:3; Exodus 12:14-17;
35:2-3; Deuteronomy 5:15; Ezekiel
20:10-12; and Nehemiah 9:14. None of his
statements [to support Sunday wOf$h;p] were
able to keep my spirit at rest-not until I
read your publication.

Dear brother, having told you my prob-
lem, I come with my plea: (1) 'That you
register me as one of your students in your
Bible correspondence course; and (2) that
you direct me to any of the Seventh-day
Missions that would love to sponsor my
church and change it to a Seventh-day min-
istry and help in evangelizing the country
wiih ihe truih. This part of ihe country is
filled wiih Roman Caiholic and Pentecostal
churches. The Sevenih-day Mission is not
eaSily spotted in this area. There are possi-
bilities to win sonls for Christ if effective
evangelism is launched. I need your spiritu-
al advice urgently, as the time of ihe Lord is
fast approaching. Let us iherefore redeem
ihe time by coming back to God and His
laws, since Jesus Himself did not break ihe
laws. See Matihew 5:17.
lance again pray that ihe Lord of ihe

Harvest will repay you for all your endeav-
ors to retain ihe principles of God as you
fight to retain God's holy Sabbaih and ihe
oiher laws that pertain to the things of God.
May God mightily bless the print shop

and its miuistry. In JeSllS' name,
GA, Nigeria

August 1996 Our Firm Foundation 31



BDen 6. White
Review andHeraldArtieLe§

"9I[eecfetf rww more than everGefore}}
It now eo_es with a 4,500 word and phrase index at no extra eharge.

IfGod's people ever needed the re-
proofs, exhortations, encouragement,
and doctrinal clarifications of the Ellen
G. White articles in the Review and
Herald, it is in these closing days of
earth's history. The nearly nineteen
hundred Review and Herald articles
written especially for the remnant
people are now available in a conve-
nient, economical, and easy-to-read
format. ..

Actual size of text

This "Devotional Volume Set" comes in three volumes of
text with a one-volume Index. It contains all of the E. G.
White materials found in the updated 1992 printing of
the well-known, six-volume fac-
simile set. The special paper-
back binding, which is laminated
and is intended for frequent use,

lies open for easy readipg without cracking or sepa-
ration of the pages. Each 8.5 by ll-inch text volume
has 856 total of over 2,500 pages..

It is the incjp1t of the publishers to encourage God's
people to recapture and retain the inspired messages
and the.vision originally directed to our forebearers
through the pages of the official Seventh-day
Adventist Church paper-the
Review and Herald.

Purehase the
entire

four-voluDJ.e set
for only
US $105.

(Price effective through Sept. 30,
1996, when it will return to the
regular price of US 120.00.)

Add US $12.00 for shipping.
See page 3 for sales tax

information.

r------------..,
I April 15, 1915 I

Vol. 6 Pg.483

: AMessage for Our Young t
I People I
I v.rrHERE are books that are of vital im- I
I \!J-portance that are not looked at by our I
I young people. They are neglected because I
I
they are not so interesting to them as some I
lighter reading.

I We sbould advise the young to take hold I
I of such reading matter as recommends it- I
I self for the upbuilding of Christian charac- I
L


